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Summary

This interim report details the fifth ahsixth seasons of excavation at Black Friary, Blackfriary townland

in Trim Co, Meath which took place in 262@16. The excavations at Black Friary, a Dominican Friary
founded in 1263, which is in the ownership of the County Council and is a monumegattecbtby
Preservation Order (No. 4 of 1972) under the National Monuments Acts, were carried out under
ministerial consent C420 issued to Trim Town Council. An excavation recording number E4127 was
issued by the Natiwal Museum for recordingt€ A y' 2 £ foll. h Q/ I NJ

22N]l & LINAR2N) 2 wnanmn KIS 0SSy SEGSyaragSte NBLRN
Since 2014 a further two cuttings, 11 and 12 were opened, while Cutting 6 was extensively extended. A
programme of archaeological testing was alswlertaken over the eastern half of the Black Friary site.

In 2015 a programme of Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) and geophysical survey, complemented the
post-graduate research of Ms. Ashely Green, were also completed over much of the friary remains, as
well as along the southern boundary of the Black Friary site.

The objectives over the last two years were to locate and explore the east range and then explore the
extent of the Chapter House contained within it; locate the southern limits of the cemetaryranline

of the town wall or boundary; examine the western extent of the nave; examine the construction of the
south aisle; and assess the structure of the cloister wall. Thus Cutting 6, previously reported on and
which focused on the NE corner of theister, was extensively enlarged to the south and east. Locating
the line of the town wall, which is believed to form the southern boundary to the site, was addressed by
opening Cuttings 11 and 12, and these also aided understanding the spatial relatitwesiveen the
cemetery, which lies to the south of the church and the church itself. The west end of the nave and the
south aisle were the focus of work in Cuttings 9 and 10 and burials at the northern extent of the
cemetery were excavated here. Cuttifgsnd 8 exposed the SW corner and part of the western line of
the cloister wall. Limited work continued in Cutting 3, located within the nave of the church just west of
the chancel arch, specifically to complete work on previously identified burials.
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Naming the placeand the project

Dominican frias frequently were known as Black Fsafter the blackcloak orcappaworn by them,

and their convents became popularly styled as Black FoiaBlack Abbey. In Trim the townland where

the friary is l@ated was called Blackfriary. However the site is marked on the Ordnance Survey (OS)
maps, and in official documentation, as Black Friary. The wider community project surrounding the
excavations at the site is knovihas BCHAPBIackfriary Community Hedtje and Archaeology Project.
Hence Black Friary is used throughout this report when referring to the site, while Blackfriary is
preferred when referring to either the townland or wider community project.

vi



Black Friary Archaeological and Community Report 2016

Section 1

Archaeological Report

CA Yy 2 frioll andDr. Benis Shine

Introduction

The IAFS are conducting a research and teaching excavation in the Black Friary, Trim, Co. Meath. The site
(ME038048023; Figure 1.1), is in the ownership of Meath County Council to whom Ministerial Consent
(CA20/EMHT O KIF& 0SSy AadadsSR 0gAUGK CAy2flF hQ /I NNERCE
Monuments Act 1932004. This report constitutes a Preliminary report under the terms of that act.

Following excavations in Trim carried out over several yeassn(2003¢ 2008) by CRDS Ltd in Trim,
which led to the publication of a monograph, Uncovering Medieval Trim (Potterton and Seaver 2009),
the IAFS, set up as part of CRDS in 2005, decided to undertake a teaching excavation at the site of the
Dominican Friaryor Black Friary, in Trim. It is intended to run this excavation as both a research and
teaching excavation and a public archaeology project with the involvement of those in the community
who are interested in the work and in the future use of the sitgeré are no upstanding remains of the

friary buildings above ground. A few large pieces of collapsed masonry are visible, otherwise the site
consists of a large (2.4ha/5.9 acre) grassy field with noticeable hummocks and hollows. Its present state
is princpally as a result of the systematic quarrying of the site for building stone in thesigtideenth

century.

To date, parts of the church, cloister and west, north and east ranges have been uncovered. The remains
of at least 106 individuals comprising infanjuveniles, suadults and adults have been found,
predominantly within the nave of the church but also in the cloister garth and ambulatory. In addition a
significant quantity of disarticulated human bone (DHB) has been recovered, mostly in the #éinea of
nave in Cutting 3. Excavations have also taken place to the south of the church (Cuttings 10, 11 and 12)
to examine the friary cemetery and the southern boundary of the Black Friary site, which may have
significance to the medieval enclosure of Trised below). Previous work in the vicinity of the site
carried out by Matthew Seaver for CRDS (Consent No. C150, Registration No. E2398) uncovered the
remains of a backfilled well into which a later burial had been cut, as well as the remains of up to ten
other inhumations dating to the High Medieval period. One of these burials was subjected to
radiocarbon dating and returned a result of AD 1390530 (dates listed here and throughout are at
95.4% probability). It is thought that these burials constitutatpf the cemetery associated with the

Black Friary and they lie to the southwest of the site under discussion, now in a lane adjacent to the site
and parallel to the Kells Road. This suggests that the cemetery extended beyond the present bounds of
the ste and suggest that the Kells Road itself may have marked the western limit of the friary precinct.

Page7
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Site Location

The site is located in Blackfriary townland on the northern side of the River Boyne in Trim, County
Meath (NGR 280225, 257359). It is bountiethe west by houses which front onto the Kells Road, and

to the north, east and south by housing and by SuperValu also on the south side. It lies approximately
HanY (2 GKS y2NIK SFad 2F {do t I G§NRO| Qiatin/tHed KSRN
town close to the river. The line of the town wall is believed to coincide approximately with the present
southern boundary and would have formed the southern line of the precinct as the Kells Road would
have formed the western line.

Date andCircumstances of Fieldwork

In each of the years 2014 and 2015 excavations continued at the site for between 12 and 16 weeks at a
time. Fieldwork took place during the months of May to September, and students from a number of
countries, as well as some ldqeeople, were involved.

In January 2016 IAFS launched their first ever winter season, when students from America and Australia
excavated at the site for a period of four weeks. This will be reported on with the remainder of the 2016
season. IAFS now madih a year round presence on the site conducting fo&tavation and reporting

work.

Geology and Topography
Solid Geology and Soils

The site is located in an area of Carboniferous Age rocks. The bedrock under the site consists of Lower
Carboniferous Agsandstones and limestone. These rocks represent the northward return of the sea at
the end of the Devoniarg. 360 million years ago, owing to the opening of a hew ocean to the south
called the Palaedethys in what is now central Europe.

Topography and &ndscape

Blackfriary is located on a slight elevation at about 62.6m O.D. The terrain falls to the south of the Black
Friary into Trim town towards the flat floodplain of the River Boyne. The exception is the knoll on which
St Patricks Cathedral sits atr63D.D. At the time the friary was built the highest point in the site would
have been approximately 62.3m OD; today, the rubble buddn the site brings the modern maximum
height to 63m OD. The Black Friary site is currently located within a largedigtdied to the north and

east by houses built in the 1980s. To the west it is bounded by County Council houses built during the
1930s and to the south by Supervalu supermarket and further houses from the 1980s. The field is the
property of the state andni the ownership of the County Council. The laneway to the east of the County
Council houses is managed by Trim Town Council. The site occupies an area of about 2.4 hectares, which
is now in uncultivated grass. A distinctive bank and ditch runs north tthdbrough the centre of the

site, turning west at its northern end. This demarcates the friary buildings from the remainder of the
associated land and may mark the east and north line of the original precinct with the remaining area
east of the friary budings being occupied by associated small fields or kitchen gardens. A stream runs
from the northwest end of the site east and south to the Boyne; it has been culverted aaliyned

into nearby field boundaries. The topography suggests that this maiallighave run through the site

and was possibly managed as a wetapply for the friary.

Pages
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Archaeological and Historical Background
Prehistoric Period(s)

There are no prehistoric monuments situated within a 1km radius of Trim. However recorded finds from
the vicinity provide some record of human activity in the Neolithic and the Bronze Age.

Two stone axeheads (NMI: 1881 431 and NMI 1929:1593) were recovered in the vicinity of Trim. A
number of Bronze Age artefacts have been discovered in the vicinibhedbwn. The closest recorded
monument of prehistoric date is the tumuluslE036:037 located in Dogstown (third division).

OEOI @l GA2ya o0& alyRé {GSLKSya FyR CAy2ftl hQ/ I NI
uncovered a number of deposits reaty soils. One of these deposits contained a number of pig bones,
identified as the forelimbs, and these were datedto37mn . / X o0hQ/ F NNRff FyR {
2009).

Early Medieval Period (AD 5e0170)

The name Trim is derived from the Irigh (i K ¢ W3I2A yvAhy Brd of the eldertree 601 SNA G& X ¢
67). This suggests the location had strategic importance as a crossing point of the Boyne from an early
period. TheBook of Armaghrefers to an established settlement and the fortified royakidence
(probable ringfort) ofCenél Léeguire Brdgcated in Trim prior to the establishment of the monastery.

The exact location is not known but was probably sited close to a fording point (Hennessy, 2004, 1).
Hennessy suggests two possible locatiamstiie ford; where Watergate St. meets the Boyne and the

later medieval bridge linking High St. to Market St. and Castle St. The Boyne would have been wider and
shallower in the early medieval and possibly extended as far south as Market St. (Henne$s%).200

The founding of the monastic settlement is ascribed to St. Loman and the foundation legend of Trim is
documented in theBook of ArmaghTheBook of Armaglsuggests the royal residence was granted to
the church and used as the site of a monasticleaient. The royal residence was relocated across the
river to a site atCluain LageiiHennessy, 2004, 1Annalistic references to the church record the death

of the Abbot of TrimCormac mac Colmainn 746. Themac Colmaindormed a local ecclesiastical
dynasty in the eighth century, controlling the abbacy.

The surviving references in the book of Armagh suggest that the church of Trim may have been founded
as early as the fifth centurybefore the founding of the church of Armagh (Byrne, 1984 -319). The
successors of St. Loman were variously described as Abbots or Bishops until the diocese of Trim was
united with the diocese of Meath in 1152 (Lewis, 1837, Il, 643).

It has been suggested that the curving street pattern formed by High Street and ISaarStreet may
represent the vestigial remnants of the early monastic boundary. However, Hennessy disputes this
theory and suggests two more likely locations: at St. Patricks Cathedral, or east of the cathedral centred
around Haggard St. (Hennessy, 2004,The street pattern of the town, north of the Boyne, is unusual

in a medieval town, being irregular and may represent settlement outside a monastic enclosure in the
early medieval period (Hennessy, 2004, 3).

There are a number of later Annalistic refeces to the monastery. These record the burning and
partial destruction of the monastery in 784 and 1128, and further attacks in 1143 and 1155 (Bradley,
1989, 41).

IEOI Ol GA2ya OFNNASR 2dzi Ay GKS @A OA YA fiak, (defan { (i ®
2009) one of which has been dated to AD -2830 (ibid, 80). Burials were uncovered on Loman Street
Oft2asS G2 {0 tFdINAOIQa /I GKSRNIf RdzZNAYy3I g2NJa NJ
2009) and one burial was dated & 540640 (Potterton and Seaver 2009, 54).
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The later adaptation of Trim as the centre of a Norman lordship reflects common themes in the pattern
of Norman colonizatior the utilization of preexisting church and monastic sites as foci for nucleated
settlement, and the establishment of fortified centres situated at strategically significant major river
crossings (Graham, 1976,-88). At the time of the arrival of the Normans in Ireland monastic centres
such as Trim had to some extent taken on the functibnucleated settlements.

Late Medieval and Postledieval Periods (AD 1170900)
The establishment of de Lacy Power

' FGSNI GKS Db2NXIYy AYy@LFaazy 2F LNBflFIyR GKS §yiAiANB
Hugh de Lacyby Henry IIl. The origiia &« [ A0 SNIié 2F aSlIGKé 2NRAIAYIGSR
Midhe and included not only the present county of Meath but also Westmeath and parts of Longford

and Offaly (Graham, 1974, 40).

De Lacy divided Meath into a number of smaller units, whvele divided amongst nine major sub
tenants. For himself he retained large areas of Eastmeath (the modern county of Meath) focused around
a number of Seignorial manors including: Trim, Ratoath, Dunshaughlin, Kells, Clonard, Duleek and
Drogheda. These mas$ were focused primarily on the location of major river crossings, defensible
sites and on prexisting church and monastic sites. The Boyne River isalfi important line of
communication also served as a focus for colonization. Trim fulfilled ahege criteria (Graham, 1974,
38-46).

The early growth of Trim

Trim became the centre of the new lordship of Meath and a ringwork castle was constructed on the site

of the present stone castle sometime before 1174. The construction of this firstdatiifn is described

A yThedsong of Dermot and the Barl 6. NI Rf S8 Moy dE nuHood 9EOI G (A2,
carried out by Alan Hayden in 1995 revealed evidence of this earlier fortificatbomsisting of the

remains of a ringwork with aearthen bank, timber palisade and an external ditelayden, 2011 The

ringwork was attacked and destroyed by Ruaidri Ua Conchap&ing of Connacht in 1174, and
NEF2NIOAFASR (KS F2tft26Ay3 &SI N 6. NI R758WIK begatpy pb> |
on the stone castle at Trim (Duchas, 2002;143 When de Lacy was killed in 1186 the Lordship of
aSFOIK LI d3aSR GSYLERNINRE& Ayl2 -WakesdeQaywadiNdiyouyF § K S
to assume control of the lordship until189. Henry Il even considered putting the young Prince John
directly in control of Meath (Hillaby, 199 5).

The town of Trim was established as a borough by Walter de Lacy in the early phases of the conquest
in the period between 1194 and 1199. Thecdmentary evidence points to the existence of burgages
and burgesses in Trim before 1188, suggesting the grant extended privileges to the members of an
established AngikdNorman settlement, rather than being just a speculative grant designed to attract
settlement to a nonrexistent borough (MacNiocaill, 1985, 33

The town had a clearly laid out municipal structure allowing for a degree cgsedirnment. Town
officials included a portreeve (mayor), a recorder, a town clerk and two sergeants at arms. The
portreeve also functioned as a justice of the peace. (Lewis 1837, II, 644).

The town grew rapidly due to its dual function as a commercial and administrative centre for the new
lordship. It functioned as a market centreagricultural produce gatherechere from the surrounding
areas, both for processing and transport to the ports; at a time when the Norman colonization brought
about a rapid increase in the production of grain for an overseas market. The river Boyne was navigable
as far as Trim, and theown constituted one of a network of towns on the Boyne providing the
infrastructure for the increasing volumes of agricultural produce.
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The town was likely to have been divided into commercial/manufacturing areas, i.e. Fishamble St. (now
Abbey Lane) is thprobable location of the fish market (Hennessy, 2004, 3; Potterton, 2005, 157).

The history of the town in the late medieval period

The town is rich in surviving medieval structugamany of which date from the Bcentury, indicating
thewealthand & LI yaA 2y 2F (GKS 062 NRdZAK R dzMEOgED19iE Kolv the LIS NA 2
cathedral for the Church of Ireland diocese of Meathay be of preNorman origin and is likely to have

been the site of the early monastic settlement. The church maxetfanctioned as the parish church

f 0K2dZAK GKIFG FdzyOlAzy ¢l a OfFAYSR o6& GKS ! dz3dzi
t200SNI2y O6HnnpsI HcTO y208a GKFdG 0KS NBO2NR&a &aK?2
although a rectorwas often absent. Excavations undertaken as part of the Trim Street Restoration
project (see section 3.6 below) uncovered skeletal remains in Loman Street immediately outside St.
tFGNRO1 QaT 2yS a1St Siz2y ¢4 2 sigih REoDaniNFedvgr 2009, 345 R § 2
from which it can be inferred that a burial ground of that date is most likely associated with the
monastic foundation credited to St. Loman. The Dominican Fridi086:02), the subject of this

report, was founded by Geoffrege Geneville in 1263. It was located immediately north of the town

near the Athboy gate. A complex of earthworks occupies the site, which illustrate the extent of the
original buildings (Bradley, 1989, 43).

A Franciscan friarfM([E036:024 was located on th site of the existing courthouse. This foundation may
have been established in the first half of the™®@entury. Recent excavations on Castle Street have
turned up human remains, which appear to relate to this foundation. The friary passed out ofthse in
16" century and a courthouse was built on the sitereplaced by the existing courthouse in 1805
(Bradley, 1989, 43).

{Gd al NBE Q& ! dzahdapdrtanyrkligigls fouddat®rwvas located on the north bank of the
Boyne ME036:02}), and was mbably founded in the 18century. The remains, consisting of the south
FyR Stad glftta 2F GKS (26SNE IINB (y2s6y G2RIF& I a

The 1% century also saw the town grow beyond the defences. Emmet St., outside the Dakdira®i
the area outside the Navan Gate have been identified as possible suburbs (Hennessy, 2004, 3).

Walter de Lacy died in 1241 and his extensive holdings were ultimately divided between his two
granddaughtersg Matilda and Margaret. Matilda; who was ganted Trim and half of the de Lacy
estates- married Geoffrey de Geneville, a French noble. The castle was renovated during his tenure and
in 1290 de Geneville received the right to carry out a murage toll to build defences around the Castle
and town (a muwage grant was paid or extracted from the citizenry of a town for the maintenance of a
town wall). This appears to be the earliest documentary reference to the enclosure of the town. Trim
was the only Meath town apart from Drogheda to receive murage befioeeend of the 14 century
(Thomas, 1992, 196) After de Geneville retired from public life (he entered the Dominican Priory of St.
alk NBEQa Ay C¢NAYO KA &-infd {dRoges Bortimdr, FEarSaR MaiicB. THe festatesi 2 Y
remained within the Mortmer family for 120 years, though for much of this time the family did not
occupy it.

Fourteenth century Trim saw the Bruce invasion, poor harvests, famine, the Black Death, the destruction
2F GKS CNIyOA&aOly CNARIFNEB 0@ Lustki8n) AbbER byifire .a@détheS T f
encroachment of the Gaelic enemies. The town defences were in disrepair (Hennessy, 2004).

Roger Mortimer, great great grandson of Roger Mortiner, -solaw of Geoffrey de Geneville,
accompanied King Richard Il on his lggpedition of 1394 and remained behidaking up residence

in Trim. He was granted a licence to impose tolls on all goods entering the town for the purpose of
ésurrounding the town of Trim with a stone wall, paving it anew, improving the town, and reseipg
GKS | R2F OSy il S.yrBeYows defericgNRE0ISB28 IBHOB6£04T enclose an area of 49
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acres and have a circumference of 2km. (Bradley 1989, 43). The existing town walls appear to date from
the late 14" and early 15 centuries (Dicha£002, 70).

The late medieval to posinedieval period

The castle was unoccupied and neglected during the first half of thecdBtury ¢ due to the minority

of Edmund Mortimer FAFGK 9F NXf 2F al NOK® 9RYdzy R O YQuti2 LN
RASR AY Mnup® | A4 RSFGK &aA3IylffSR §mMsSestaey Rere2 T f
broken up and the castle passed into the hands of Richard of York. The castle was partially refortified by
Richard in his role as Lord Lieutenant efdnd in 1449. After the defeat of the Yorkist Cause during the

Wars of the Roses, Trim castle passed into the royal estates (Duchas, 2Q92, 18

The castle was held by Silken Thomas of the Fitzgerald family during the Geraldine rebellion against the
Crown of 1534, and only delivered into the hands of the English through the treachery of its commander
¢ Christopher Paresd=gans]|rish Builder, 1886, 34).

A brief description of the town survives from 1584, when the parson of {riRobert Draper was
add2 OF GAy3a (GKS SadlroftAakKYSyd 27F | | yAJSNhEtdwe2 AY
itselfe is full of very faire castles and stone houses, builded after the Englishe fashion, and devyded into
five faire streetes 6. @ N ST HnAnAnI HTTOO®

In 1621  { %Ki anil manor of Trym, surrounded with a stone wall, and containing therein three acres,
divers houses and gardens, haggards &c.,in&rymg & 3INFI YGSR G2 ' RIFY [ 27F 1 d:
cottages, 2 shops and a range of lands and agriculturldsyfeom the hinterland of the town (Evans

1886, 3035).

The Confederate and Cromwellian wars of the seventeenth century {88¥XTaused widespread
RSOFailliAz2y GKNRdIzZZK2dzi LNBflFIYyRXZ gAGK F RN}Iadagao
ecoromic base. Trim was of considerable strategic significgnmeviding a strongpoint for the defence

of the Pale (Dublin and its immediate hinterland, which was the centre of English power in Ireland). Trim
was first captured by the rebels during the Gadtisurrection of 1641. It was recaptured from the rebels

by an English force under the command of Sir Charles Coote in May 1642. Coote was killed shortly
afterwards and Sir Richard Grenville assumed command of the town. Grenville became Governor of
Trim, established a substantial military base, and carried out a brutal series of raids on the surrounding
areas (Miller, 1973, 686). However he was careful to prevent harm to Trim itself and its immediate
hinterland- this may explain why Trim itself survivilek wars relatively intact. The castle was refortified

by Colonel Fenwicke in 1647. It was briefly captured by the Royalists in 1649, and shortly afterwards
captured by the Cromwellian forcesthe Royalists fleeing without destroying the fortificatiors they

had been ordered, leaving the walls and castles intact (Kelly 20057 6y

The Civil Survey (1656) gives a brief description of the townitemising the various buildings still

intact: 74 tenements and 9 houses are listed. Six of the tenem@sNBE Ay GKS L2 aasSaal
G26yS 2F ¢NAYED ¢KS YI 22N | yRKZ{2RNEwW (RahEadh) KKE 9
(Simington 1940, V, 24860). The Downe Survey of 166 cartographic source depicting forfeited

estates along with wrien descriptions- mentions two intact gateg, the Navan gate and the Dublin
DFiS® LG |faz2 RSaONR o oive, Btidry ardl DEcER A WRE Y Syarkidte & a i 2
on Satterday every weeke which affords Provisions, good store of yarnetl &

Though Trim declined in significance in the pgsB RA S@I f LISNA 2 Rtll a plac& of 12 6y
considerable importanéde AY My oT X O2Yy4dMWRY I2 B 1aK KQKzZAISNE y St
flou-YAf £~ I 06NBGSNEI | y RationofiBR8Z (FvSBE3T I, 64)R G A UK | LJ
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Previous Excavations (Trim Street Reconstruction Project)

Excavations in recent years on the Trim Street Reconstruction Project by CRDS Ltd. have recovered a
wealth of archaeological remains. Excavations under mirngteonsent C121/139, E2016 uncovered

two major sites (Stephens 2009). On the Castle Lawn the remains of the former course of the Leper river
were uncovered. They contained deposits of animal bone which may have been the result of ritual
feasting and wergadiocarbon dated to the earlier Iron Age. A series of inhumations were uncovered

cut into these peaty deposits and dated to between the thirteefdbrteenth centuries. Part of the

castle moat was also revealed. On Emmet St. a series of houses fromtiaghe street with pits, wells

and surfaces to the rear dated to between the thirteenth and sixteenth century was excavated. This
indicates a significant suburb outside the Dublin Gate.

Excavations and monitoring under ministerial consent C150/E23%ale a further series of sites
(Seaver 2008, 2009, Shine 2007). To the north of the river excavations at Athboy Gate uncovered a large
ditch and a stone structure. This is likely to be the gate structure. Deposits within were dated to the
thirteenth-fourteenth century. Monitoring on Haggard St/High St. uncovered metalled street surfaces
with overlying organic deposits. At Navan Gate a medieval ditch was found bordering the street in the
area outside the line of walls known as Greek Park.

Archaeological Bckground of the Friary

The Black or Dominican Friary at Trim was founded by Geoffrey de Geneville, Lord of Trim, in 1263
(Potterton 2005, 319). He had inherited the title by marrying Matilda, the granddaughter of Walter de
Lacy, and controlled a wide ar&aown as the Liberty of Trim. De Geneville spent his final years at the
Friary and was buried there in 1314. The Dominican order had arrived in Ireland in 1224 (O Clabaigh
2012, 9), less than ten years after it was founded in France where the first @amihbuse was
established for women, former Alibigensians, in 1206 by a Spaniard, Dominic Guzman; then a religious
community (male) was established following the rule of St. Augustine in 1214 and was approved by
Pope Honorius Il in 1216. However, this welatively late in terms of religious foundations in Ireland as

the Augustinians and Cistercians had been in the country since thewstth century. In accordance

with their stated mission to preach they sought to found religious houses in Irish vadd@vns in the
thirteenth century (Barry 1987, 159), but due to their relatively late arrival and the nature of their
ministry they were primarily granted sites outside towns. The house at Trim was probably dedicated to
St Mary of the Assumption. The dry was of considerable importance and was the location for a
meeting of Irish bishops which took place at the Friary in 1291 and indicates the status of the institution.
The Archbishop of Armagh held a visitation in the guesthouse in 1367. The Blagkviesahe location

for Parliamentary meetings in 1446 and 1491 (Hennessey 2004, 10). The friary had fallen into disrepair
by 1540 and the hall, dormitory and kitchen were considered beyond repair. The friary was suppressed
in 1540 with the church cloistechancel and other properties being sold to the Bishop of Meath. It also
noted a 4 acre orchard, garden and cemetery and a 3 acre close of pasture land beside the wall of the
house. 3 houses and gardens were also located within. A belfry, chapter houssgtody, hall, three
chambers, a kitchen, a pantry and a stable are mentioned in 1541. They also held 72 acres of total estate
land. A friary was restablished in 1630, although it is unclear how long the friars stayed in Trim, before
being transferredd@ Donore in 1713 (Hennessey 2004, 11).

Much of the building stone was sold during the eighteenth century. The site consists of 2.4ha with
heavily overgrown areas of masonry. It is enclosed by a double bank and ditch as south and east. The
Friary was situzd outside the walls and the Athboy Gate was previously known as the Black gate. It
was first referred to in a property transaction as thef QI I, (\QLB3R.| i 1616 a property was
mentioned as being near Blackgate a name derived from the fact tlaibwed access to the medieval
Dominican friary known as the Black Friary (Potterton 2005;m&3® t NR LISNI A Sa WgA (K2
are mentioned in 1571 (Ibid, 200).
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In 1988 geophysical survey was carried out by Professor William Kennedy of Fitaidiz Aniversity
which suggested a layout for the friary buildings. The team from Florida originally planned further work
in the field but due to logistical reasons this never took place.

Recent work by Matthew Seaver of CRDS Ltd. carried out as pgag @fim Street Restoration Project
(TSRP, under Ministerial Consent no. 150) uncovered burials in the adjacent Railway Lane (Seaver and
Kelly, 2009). This has helped to establish the position of the burial ground associated with the
Blackfriary. Monitorig of drainlaying on the laneway demonstrated that this cemetery did not extend

to the west and northwest of the friary buildings. The burial ground was located to the southwest of the
friary buildings, and must have extended as far as the town wall ab#io& of what is now Supervalu.

Its eastern extent is unknown. The presence in this area of settlemedatied features, such as a well,
suggests that burial must have expanded into this area due to pressure for space.

The articulated skeletons, as weB &he disarticulated bone, indicate that at least eleven burials took
place in this restricted area. The violent nature of pathologies observed by the osteologist on site
associated with two of the articulated burials indicates considerable conflict tgkame during this
period. It is likely that at least one of these young men was involved in fighting on more than one
occasion. Political conflict and violent incidents within and outside the town were rife during this period
(Potterton 2005, 113, 137)ndleed, in one of these incidents a man begged indulgence from the pope
for striking in the head with a sword an individual who was allegedly plundering the town. Burials 2, 3
and 4 all appear to be within a single grave fill, possibly suggesting thatvéreyburied at the same

time (Seaver et al, 2009).

Archaeological Excavations
Introduction: Progress of the Excavations 202015

The focus of work over the past two seasons has been on extending our understanding of the friary
buildings, their layout, ge, phasing and the extent to which they survive; examining a sample of burials
within the cemetery, as well as continuing to work on those found within the church; exploring the
southern boundary of the site; assessing the extent of archaeological remwiina the fields to the

east of the friary remains and assessing the poetlieval to modern uses of the site.

Work in Cuttings 5, 6 and 8 further clarified questions relating to the cloister wall, arcade and
ambulatory. Work in Cuttings 9 and 10 focusedexamining the structure of the nave and south aisle
and their phasing. The burials within the church we examined in Cuttings 3 and 9 and burials in the
cemetery in Cuttings 10 12. Investigations in the east range were the focus of work in Cuttindniéh

also straddles part of the cloister and ambulatory on its west side and the gardens to the side of the
friary on its east.

Cuttings 5, 8, 11 and 12 have been finalised; Cutting 9 will be finalised this year and work in Cuttings 3, 6
and 10 will conhue for this coming season at least.

Archaeological Stratigraphic Description
Cutting 1

No excavation work has been undertaken in Cutting 1 since the production of the last interim report
(see Carroll 2014). The cutting has since been fully backfdledart of the site amenity works
(Section 3).
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Cutting 2

No excavation work has been undertaken in Cutting 2 since the production of the last interim report
(see @Xarroll 2014). The cutting has since been partially backfilled until excavation recoesnenc

Cutting 3

During the past two seasons very limited excavation has taken place in Cutting 3. This has focused on
excavating burials which for the most part had been identified in the 2013 season. This resulted in the
excavation of eight burials ovehnese two seasons, all but one of which came from the east side of the
possible rood screer;328 described in the previous report.
1 Burial 25 cut [F382],fill 383, Adult; skull and torso only excavated, remainder beneath east baulk
of Cutting 3
9 Burial 77 cut [F386], fill F387 Adult; left arm overlaps right arm of B79; feet and right tibia and
fibula are missing
9 Burial 79 cut [F390, fill F391; Adult; right arm, ribs, pelvis and femur missing; left leg missing
1 Burial 84 cut [F390, fill F391; Juvenile; diretly overlay B79, skull where femur would have been
9 Burial 85 cut [F394, fill F395; Infant; to west of rood screen, skull and right side of torso missing
1 Burial 89 cut [F394, fill F397 Adult; skull only excavated as the remainder extends beneath the
ead baulk of Cutting 3
9 Burial 90 cut [F399, fill F399 Adult; skull lay beneath the legs of B77 and B79; clavicle and
scapula missing on right side, skull tilted out of place, some cervical vertebrae missing/disturbed
9 Burial 99 cut [F3100Q, fill F3101% Adut; five nails were recovered along the left side between
elbow and knee

There is clear evidence for inteutting of burials. Several burials are missing significant elements (see
Fig. 2.1, B79). While there are notable quantities of disarticulated bamicplarly in the area to the

east of the rood screen, there are also indications that bones have been deliberately lifted rather than
just being displaced (Fig. 2.2). A number of lbnges were displaced and deliberately arranged
together. They lay tohe north of B77 and south of B32 and may have been moved aadaaged
during the digging of either grave.

In the case of the infant burial to the west of the rood screen, B85, a number of ribs on the right side
were found pushed downwards, suggestintater cut which displaced the bones (Fig. 2.3). The burial
was located on the north edge of a stone scatteB88 which contained mortar fragments also, and
appeared to lie beneath it. Patches ofdeposited natural £349,F385 were noted in this areaand in

the area of the rood screen.

B90 was probably disturbed when B79 and / or B84 were inserted. The lower legs of B90 extend
beneath the east baulk of the cutting and were left in situ.

While the density of burial noted in the area east of the roodeenrappears greater than that to the
west, stacking and intecutting of burial occur in both areas. The full depth of burial deposits has not
@St 0SSy OfINAFTASR AY SAGKSNIINBF FyR (GKA&a o6Aff

In the previous seasorssnumber of burials had been excavated from within a wall t¢f8B7 inserted

into the north wall of the church. This had also functioned as an ossuary as there was a considerable
deposit of human bone (principally long bones and skulls) overlying theapriburial, termed OSB3,

and beneath what appeared to be a final inhumation, B6. The latter was only represented by a pair of
articulated lower legs and feet as the remainder had been disturbed during quarrying of the church.
Both inhumations, OSB3 and ®ére dated.
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Table 1.1: Radiocarbon dates from Cutting 3 at the Black Friary. Calibration after OxCal 4.1 (Bronk
Ramsay 2009) using the IntCal09 dataset (Reimer, Baillie et al.®2009)

Laboratory Material Burial L/ mo Radiocarbon Calbrat_e_d Age (95.4%
Code No. Age (BP) Probability) (cal BC/AD)
Wk-42072 Human bone | 6 * 362 + 20 AD 14501640
Wk-42077 Human bone | OSB3 | * 625 £+ 20 AD 12901400

* Please note: The Carbamo &+ 6t S A&a2021LI5 @I ftdz2S 6+ mMo/ 0 o6l a& YS8ImetdeNBR 2y
The radiocarbon date has therefore been corrected for isotopic fractionation. However theYAMB & dzZNB R « mo / ol f
RATFSNI FNRY GKS +tmo/ 2F GKS 2NRAIAYLFE YFGSNRALFE FyR AG A& (K¢

As can be seen from the dates returned, the burtatscket the use of this wall tomb, showing active
use of it over a span of possibly 350 years. The calibrated date for B6 suggests that it is post 1500, and
even as late as 1620, whereas OSB3 may date to the mid to fAwehtury.

Cutting 4

No excavabn work has been undertaken in Cutting 4 since the production of the last interim report
(see @Carroll 2014). The cutting has since been fully backfilled as part of the site amenity works
(Section 3).

Cutting 5

Work continued and was completed durinifpe 2014 season in Cutting 5 in order to clarify the
construction techniques and sequence of the cloister wall and associated buttress and to expose the
ambulatory in this area. The full extent of Cutting 5 was 8m N/S by 4m E/W. It had been extended from
the original 4m x 5m cutting in 2013. The cloister weBl)3and associated buttres§504was already
exposed and described in the previous (2013) report. Also described was thenpdsval pathway
F508, which incorporated several large pieces of wolRetbeckmarble believed to have derived from

the original arcade of the cloister. At that time it was not clear if the original surface of the ambulatory
survived. A burial, B65, had been excavated from within the cloister garth and further investigations
the garth within this cutting was undertaken to ascertain if there were any other burials and to assess
whether a pit feature previously noted in the adjoining cutting, Cuttin§&3 continued into Cutting

5.

This final stage of excavation reveabechassive stepped foundation to the buttrds504 a sequence of
pits possibly dug for clay extraction, the surface of the ambulatory and a possilyjltrsection of the
cloister wall.F524which runs N/S through the cutting.

Medieval

The first featue in a sequence of cuts excavated within the cloister garth[®#&30] This was a pit dug

to contain the foundation levels of the buttress F5B4g. 2.4) It was contained within the SW corner of

the cloister wall F503/F524 and was 2.16m N/S and 1.9m E/Was dug into the natural subsoil to a
depth of at least .5m below the level of the base of the wall F503, which is at approximately 61.95m OD;
the lowest reading possible to take on the exposed cut was 61.46m OD. At its northern side the cut was
stepped, at the southern it not fully exposed beneath the edge of the cutting. The cut did not continue
beneath the cloister wall, but instead was cut vertically in line with the inner eastern and northern faces
of the wall. Filling the base of the cut was agd mortar with stones in it which served as a foundation
layer for the succeeding two foundation steps of the buttress which were built on it, and which stepped
in slightly from each edge. The lowest step was 1.12m E/W by 1.08 N/S; the second step sgamdm

and the third step, which would have been the lowest visible course of the buttress, survives as a
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collection of large stones in the SW corner, with the facing stones robbed out. These steps were built
into the corner of the cloister wall. Each ¢ea is approximately .2m deep. The cut was filledrb¥] a

dark brown clayey silt which contained crushed slate and mortar and which covered the mortar pad and
the abutted the foundation steps. This lay beneath the dense layer of §l&@¥ which probaby
represented a roof collapse. The fib11 was found to contain some animal bone, a piece of lead but
also a fragment of a slightly ovoid rather than circutarbeckmarble column. The fiF511extended

over the surface of Cutting 5 to the east of tbleister wallF524and north ofF503 It may represent a

layer which sealed the surface of the cloister garth.

The north edge of this foundation c{ff530]was cut by[F526]which lies to the east of the N/S wall
F503 . This was a sudguare pit 2.4m E/My 2.28m N/S. It was cut into the natural subsoil and it was a
wide ushaped cut with a gradual break of slope at both top and base. The slope of the sides was
concave and the base was also concave. The south edge trun¢d&iad]. The east extent of theit
extends under the edge of the cutting. This pit was then filled W#29,light to mid brown silt of
moderate compaction. Some large stones and occasional slate fragments were included within the fill.
The stones were concentrated in the west sidehaf fill with more slate to the east. The average size of
stone was 15cm x 10cm.

Subsequently this pit and its fill were cut [¥527],a suboval pit with a sharp break of slope and
concave sides. The base of the cut was concave with a gradual brealp@f Bhis pit extended north
into Cutting 8 where it had previously been recorded@823] The fill of the pit was almost entirely
composed of broken slate, recorded BS25(Fig. 2.5). This feature was cut through the natural subsoil.
Both of these pitsand their fills were covered by¥511 which also both filled and covered the
foundation cut[F530] for the buttressF504 This layer, which was a dark brown clay rich silt with
crushed mortar throughout (equal t68513, was found within the cloister gartand was up to .25m
thick. It seemed to form a level surface within the garth.

To the west and south of the wall503 / F524was the ambulatoryF517 This was composed of
numerous small stones packed in to the clay beneath forming a level walking surfabe previous
seasons the overburden above this had been partly excavated and this had includedraedostal
trackway, F508 which was associated with the demolition of the friary. The surface was level, at an
average height of 61.98m QPBig. 2.6)

Postmedieval

The layers and activity which occur abdvell = F51are believed to be poshedieval in date. In
places a noticeable deposit of shattered sl&&07 possibly deriving from the collapse of the roof of the
cloister covered the levelling dace F511 Two burials, an aduliB42 and a juvenile,B65 were
uncovered at the north end of the cutting. The former was previously reported on, and it was noted that
roof slates, possibly derived from collapse were incorporated within the gravESHl). The cut for the
grave,[F515],was partly overlying partly cutting the edge of pi526] and it overlay pitf527] The
juvenile burial lay over part of the southern edge[Bb26]and was cut through511 It was in very

poor condition and was vemlose to the modern surface.

The cloister wall, F503, appeared to have beebuit for a section along the N/S axis close to the SW
corner and extending for 5.42m. The wall was poorly built and was sitting on and bonded by a layer of
silty clay,F528 Ths did not appear to have much mortar within its makeup. A crude buttress like
feature F512 was abutting the wall on its east face and may have been intended to support an unstable
part of the wall. It included some workdelurbeckin it and this suggestihat the cloister arcade had
collapsed, at least in part, at this point.
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Cutting 6

In 2014 Cutting 6 was greatly extended to facilitate exploration of the east range, with particular
emphasis on the chapter house. The cutting is now 17m N/S by 20m EiVis ahe largest cutting
currently open on the site (Fig. 2.7). The NE corner of the cloister wall, recorded previoE6j4asd
asF617in the extended area with associated buttreS605=626has been reported on previously. A
small section of the metkdd surface of the ambulatorfly606=61%vas also exposed in previous seasons.

As this cutting is currently under investigation, and will be for some seasons to come, this is a summary
interim report.

As now opened the cutting encompasses three main elesieatt its west side is the cloister wall and
ambulatory, in the centre the remains of the east range buildings and to the east are garden areas
associated with the friary.

Work in this cutting initially involved removing topsBb01=612followed by remoual of rubble layers
F602, 603, 608, 611, 613, 6aBd624.

Medieval
Cloister

The cloister wall and buttress were described in the previous report. While part of the metalled surface
of the ambulatory had been uncovered it has not yet been exposed overetinainder of the area
within the cutting; a general deposit of light brown silty friable di&16 covers the western part of the

site and overlies, it is presumed, the ambulatory surface. This will be investigated further this coming
season. An intact ah stone ofPurbeckmarble from the cloister arcade was uncovered within the
rubble fill overlying the ambulatory. Pieces of column were also recovered.

East Range

The robbed out north south aligned walls of the east range were identified. The wall ametteside,
F620was robbed out almost entirely but part remains visible at ground level in the northern end of the
cutting. This was cut by robber trenfif657]and that was backfilled biy615.The wall on the east side,
F639is also robbed out, but a rol trench and fill have not yet been isolated. Each wall is
approximately .92m wide, or 3 feet, and the internal width of the east range was 7.27m, or 24 feet (Fig.
2.8). This means that the external width of the building would have been approximatelpri8dnfeet.

Internal divisions were recognised. The most significant is an E/W runnin§&tallwhich appears to

be the north wall of the chapter house. This is .92m wide and appears to extend from the junction with
the west wall of the rangel-62Q eadwards for approximately 12m, though owing to the very poor
condition of the wall at its eastern end, this has to be confirmed. This means that the chapter house
would have projected east of the range itself.

On the north face of the wall at least two &g of painted plaster were uncovered covering the wall
face. No decorative motifs were noted and it was a monochrome paint. This has been conserved in situ,
but is very fragile.

On the south side of the wall614a potential step or benck644was noted.This survives as a narrow
low strip of wall whose south face is 1.6m from the south facEGif4.A mortar footingF647abuts the
south face of the chapter house wall and between is a mortar rich rubbk6éb all of which seems to

be a the remains od pad to form a stepped bench, presumably to provide seating for the community in
the chapter house itself. The width of the bench may indicate that it was a double step (Fig. 2.9).

At the north end of the range a number of internal walls were recognisé@2runs E/W and is clay
bonded with remnants of lime mortar facing. Another walg34forms a right angle with E/W running
wall F636.Abutting the west face of the junction of these two walls, which join at the south eRr®84
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are the remains of dlight of stone stepsF635 Three steps survive and they are 1.01m in width (Fig.
2.10). As these are not bonded int®34it is possible that the stairs suggest the addition of an upper
storey at a later stage in the development of the friary. To themof the stairsF635and wallF634

and west of walF622is an area of bonded storfé642which is thicker than other walls, and which may
have formed a support for either a wooden or stone staircase. Between the stairs and this plinth four
postholes hag been uncovered: cuFp49],fill F65Q cut [F651] fill F652 cut[F653] fill F654and cut
[F655] fill F656 PostholdF651] lay to the east ofF653] which was midvay in a N/S line formed by it

and the remaining two postholes. Their function is moWwn. A mortar rich deposiE658may have been

cut by the postholes.

A possible remnant of the original stone flagged floor in the north end of the east range was uncovered,
F659 These lay at the east end of wBbB36 and only a small amount was revedl An area of mortar
rich soil, possibly a stffoor, liesbesideand to the NW of the flagstones.

Garden walls and soils

The area to the east of the east range would most likely have been given over to gardens, and a series of
E/W running linear bankgjsible in the Lidar image (see Fig 1.1) may be remnant walls which divided
different garden plots. At the north end of the cutting on the east side a wall, running EBY®, with a

N/S return at its west end, may be one such garden wall. The remairfdirisopart of the site is
covered by a garden sdtb21 which has produced a number of significant finds, including ceramic floor
tile fragments and a possible clasp for a manuscript or large book.

An area of burning-633 was noted beneat¥621in onearea. This may indicate an episode of burning
at the friary, but as it was not widespread it is unlikely that it represents a serious episode of damage.

Postmedieval and impact of quarrying

One wall,F627 extends east from the line of the east w&l39. As this has architectural fragments in
its makeup, including somurbeckmarble pieces, it is likely to be pastedieval in date and relate to
the use of the site as a farm.

The site was extensively quarried, and during that time the stained glaskowsnwere broken up to
retrieve the lead cames for reycling. Within an area of trampkE641 which sat on a possible surface
F637,and close to the north end of the range, nine sections of stained glass still within the lead cames
were uncovered. Thergest is almost .32m in length. These were block lifted (Fig. 2.11) and are being
conservedoy Dr. Jane Henderson and Phil Parkes in Cardiff University

Burials

A total of four burials came to light within Cutting 6. All are of infants (Fig. 2.12) andoweesl within
the rubble layers.

9 Burial 71 cut[F630],fill F631

9 Burial 83 cut[F645],fill F613

9 Burial 91 cut [F663]fill 664

9 Burial 92 cut [F665,fill F666

All are believed to be poshedieval to modern in date.

Cutting 7

No excavation work has been dertaken in Cutting 7 since the production of the last interim report
(see @Xarroll 2014). The cutting has been covered until excavation recommences.
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Cutting 8

Cutting 8 was opened in 2013 and it was 3.5m N/S by 5m E/W. It lay 1m north of the ex@utiad 5.

Excavation in 2013 had revealed the cloister w805 part of the ambulatory=81Q and a pit in the
garth F813 as well as an infant burial cut through the rubble lay&34 all of which were detailed in
the previous report.

In 2014 excavabin continued and this cutting was completed. The ambulatBB4.Q was fully exposed
and recorded and the cloister wdiB05was examined in detail. Three burials{4 B75and B82were
excavated. The p[F813]was fully excavated and a second pit whietd bbeen recorded in Cutting 5 as
[F527]was recognised in the south baulk of Cutting 8 where it was recordf€Bas])

Medieval

The rubble overburden which still remained overlying the ambulatBB4Q, was removed to expose it.

It was in reasonably @al condition, patchy in places but in general the metalled surface was inkgt, (
2.13. It was of similar composition to that seen in Cuttings 5, 6 and 7 and excavation stopped at the
surface and did not cut through it. Its average level OD in Cu@&imgas between 62.08 07m and
whereas in Cutting 5 the northern end of the ambulatory was at a similar level, it slopes slightly to
61.98m OD at the southern end.

The cloister walF805 was examined. At the southern end of the cutting the facing stomethe east
(garth) side of the wall had tumbled off for 1.25m, otherwise the wall was intact. The level at the top of
the wall was on average 62.27m OD which is the expected height for the cloister wall.

Within the garth on the south side of the cuttingpé [F813]had previously been noted. It was half
sectioned, and approximately 4050 % of the northern side of it was left in situ. The excavated portion
was 1.27m N/S and 1.17m E/W at its maximum extent. It was generally oval in shape, and .39m in
maximum depth. There were two fills within i§£82Q a middark brown silty clay which produced
medieval pottery and which had a maximum depth of .22m. This was overlai82iy a thin (.05m)

layer of slate which sealed the deposit beneath. Overlying thiste@general levelling deposi808

This had previously been terme@812 when it was presumed to be confined to the pit, but on
inspection it was shown that this layer, composed of silty clay with frequent crushed slates and mortar
and analogous to a sifar layerF511in Cutting 5 was in fact the one deposit covering the area east of
the cloister wall, and presumably acting as a means of levelling out the surface of the cloister garth. By
implication, the pit was still somewhat open when this levellipgaok place.

A second pit[F823]with a single filF822which was composed almost exclusively of pieces of roof slate
was excavated in section in the south ba{Big. 2.15)Here it was an extension of the pit recorded and
excavated a$F527]in Cutthg 5. The two pits were separate and did not intercut. Only a small portion
of the pit was able to be excavated as the remainder is within the baulk between the two cuttings.

Postmedieval

Three burials were excavated during this season in Cutting 8bned B74was a juvenileB75was an
infant and B82 was a disarticulated adult skull. The juvenile occurred against the east baulk of the
cutting and the cutting had to be extended in this area to facilitate its excavation.
9 Burial 4 ([816] andR815) wastruncated by burial cutAB19].
1 Burial 75 (819 and R818) was overlain by rubble tumb[€817].
9 Burial 82 was a disarticulated skull found when the cutting was being extended to excavate
Burial 74. It was in the north face of the extended area and nawegcut or fill numbers were
assigned as it was not in its original position.

All three burials appeared to have been cut through levelling IBg&8and throughthe later rubble fills
which covered the area and which relate either to dilapidation giissolution or to the 18 Century
quarrying.
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Cutting 9

¢tKAa OdzidAy3d KFER 0SSy 2LISYySR Ay Hnmo YR 6l & RA:
years further work has occurred and the area to the west of the possible foundation trendiefarest

wall of the churchF932has been fully excavated and is how backfilled. This revealed a series of modern
agricultural linear features. The area to the east, presumed to be within the nave and part of the south
aisle has produced five burials totdatwo of which were previously reported on. The column base

F913 is still being investigated to see if it is sitting within a backfilled foundation trench for the original
south wall. This is on the presumption that the south aisle is a later extersnmhthat the original

south wall was transformed into an arcaded wall between the aisle and the nave.

Medieval

Three burials were excavated in the 2014 season within the nave of the church, that is to the east of the
foundation trenchF932 Two of theseare believed on the basis of depth and orientation to be medieval
in date.

Burial 56([942] and F43) was visible in the east face of the foundation trerf€d32and was at the
southern end of the trench. It was located beneath the mortar floor of the ng984and the grave cut

and fill were visible. The grave cut may have been dug through subsoil, but this is as yet unverified as
there appears to be a degree of disturbance, probably caused by grave digging, in this area. The burial
was that of an infanbriented E/W with the head to the west (Fig. 16:). The top of the grave cut was at
62.28m OD and the base was at 62.01m OD. The mortar was at 62.33m OD.

Burial 73 was in the NE of the cutting. A cut numiB288was assigned to the grave cut, although @sw

not actually discernible, and the fill, which was a dark brown clay rich soil was record&8as his

was not really distinguishable from the surrounding soil which again has the appearance of having been
dug through with patches of subsoil visibtethe overall matrix. The burial was that of a juvenile and it
was extended E/W, head to west and the bulk of the torso and legs continue beneath the east baulk of
the cutting.

Neither of the two burials appeared to have been cut through any of the rubbleollapsed slate
deposits, and this, combined with their depth and alignment strongly suggest a medieval date.

Metalling

To the west of the foundation trencR932 patches of metalling composed of small angular and sub
rounded pebbles and small stongmcked onto subsoil and mixed with a silty clay were uncovered (Fig.
2.18). These formed a surface outside the west wall of the church. This metalled s&9&devas at
62.30¢ 36m OD and is broadly consistent with the floor level in the interior ofidnee of the church.

Postmedieval

A third burial was excavated in the nave of the church. Burial 72[E88§and fillF937 was an infant
burial. It was on a similar orientation to Burials 41 and 43 , that is, slightlinefto the line of the
churchwalls, and like them, the grave fill was very mortar and slate rich, suggesting that the grave was
cut through rubble layers. Three shroud pins were recovered with the burial.

A radiocarbon date was obtained for one of the burials excavated in 2013| Blrimas at the north
side of the cutting and it had been noted that the grave fill contained noticeable amounts of slate and
mortar.
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Table 1.2: Radiocarbon dates from Cutting 9 at the Black Friary. Calibration after OxCal 4.1 (Bronk
Ramsay 2009) usingd¢HntCal09 dataset (Reimer, Balillie et al. 2009)

Laboratory Material Burial |t / ™o | Radiocarbon Calibrated Age (95.4%
Code No. Age (BP) Probability) (cal BC/AD)
Wk-42074 Human bone | 41 * 255 + 20 AD 15201800

* Please note: The CarbeB stable isd 2 LIS @I £ dzS 61 mo/ 0 6l & YSI &adzZNBR
AMS spectrometer. The radiocarbon date has therefore been corrected for isotopic fractionation.
However the AMY S| adzZNBR + mo/ @FfdzS8 OFy RAFFSNI FNRY (K¢
therefore not shown.

This date places the burial in most probably in the pustieval period.
Modern

A series of gullies were excavated at the west end of the cutting. These run N/S along the west side of
the cutting and appear to relate to the4autting of a field boundary, possibly in the nineteenth century.
1 [F953]was dug into the natural subsoil and filled B952 a stony fill. It had a minimum width
of .70m and was cut along its eastern side by
1 [F948]which was filled byr947 also a stony fill. Thipossible recut of the original ditch is at least
1m wide.
1 [F922]lay to the west of the previous two gullies. It was approximately .8m wide and its base was at
least .4m higher than that of [F953]. It was filledF821, a very stony fill, overlain 5958, a mid
yellow to brown clay silt which contained some mortar , small stone and pebble inclusions. This
appears to have been cut through upcas§33/951which may have derived from diggifig949
and which also covered952
1 [F956]cut through the uppr fill of[F922] F958 This was filled witk957

A posthole [F949] which had a diameter of .47m and was .23m deep was filleddd§) and occurred

to the east of these features. It was cut through subsoil and may be contemporanjRed8] It is
possible that this gully was stepped on its east side, and that the posthole sat on that step or scarp. The
posthole cut the metalling954(Fig. 2.19).

These features appear to link with some of the ditch cuts uncovered in Cutting 11, see below.

Cutting 10

There was some limited excavation activity in Cutting 10 the 2014 season and again in the 2015 season.
In both seasons a number of structural features were examined; a total of eleven burials were
excavated, and a twelfth has been partially excavatedvé in this cutting is not yet complete this is

a summary interim report.

As previously reported Cutting 10 was opened to examine the probably south aisle of the church and
was extended a number of times. It covered an area of 4.5m N/S by 12n E/W ®&ith extension
southwards on its western side. It is expected that in the forthcoming season it will extend 12m E/W by
6.5m N/S; this will allow for further examination of the graveyard area.

The excavations so far have revealed activity dating from the ematithrough to the modern period.
Medieval

Activity dating to the medieval period relates to both structural elements and burials. A key question

remains the dating of the south aisle, the south wall of which was partly uncovered in this cutting and

descibed in the previous report. The buttressé<,008and F1012form the main surviving elements of
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the wall. A third buttress at the SW corner of the chureéhQ03 is of different construction and may be
later. A doorway marked by a worked sandstone daokaand limestone sill were described and
appear to be older elements inserted in a new location, again suggesting that the aisle is a later addition
to the church as a whole.

Burials

A significant focus of this ongoing phase of the excavation is this leaofpthe burials from the
graveyard. A second key question is the spatial relationship of the graveyard to the church, prior to and
post construction of the south aisle.

In the past two seasons ten burials of medieval date have been excavated.
9 Burial 86 cut [F1041], fill F1042 juvenile
9 Burial 87 cut [F1043, fill F1044 adult, cut by F[1047], fill F1048, which truncated the area of the
skull
1 Burial 88 cut [F1089, fill F1090 adult
9 Burial 93 cut [F1064, fill F1065% adult
9 Burial 95 cut [F1069, fill F1068 adult, in coffin
9 Burial 96 cut [F1070Q, fill F1071 infant
9 Burial 97 cut [F1091], fill F1092 adult
9 Burial 98 cut [F107§, fill F1079 infant
1 Burial 100 cut [F1080, fill, F1081 infant
9 Burial 101 cut [F1083, fill F1086 adult (female) with foetal bongsresent also

While none of the burials have been independently dated, their position relative to other features
supports the assumption that they date to the medieval period. Burials 87, (Fig. 2.20), 96 and 98 were
located beneath the metalled surfadel M5 which formed a path leading to the south door; Burials 86,

88, 97 and 100 were under related depogits040, F104andF1070 The remainder seem to have been
sealed by construction deposits relating to the building of the south aisle (Burials 93, dDarn(&ig.

2.21). From the shape and depth of the grave cut and the presence of nails Burial 95 appears to have
been within a wooden coffin (Fig. 2.22). A substance comprising in part of shell and bone appeared to
adhere to parts of the burial and was salexqh. It may have been a mortar type lining to the coffin.

Structures

The foundation trencliF1034]which was dug to accommodate the south wall, noted-4632 though

little survived the quarrying of the church, wasassessed (Fig. 2.23) and a separaitie]/[€1083] filled

by F1084to accommodate the plintliF1094for the buttressF1012was uncovered. Also noted against

the face of the cut was a fragment of what appears to be human cranium (Fig. 2.24). This may indicate
disturbance to the graveyard durinige construction of the wall.

Within the foundation trench[F1034]two postholes were uncovered 2.05m apart, one against the
north edgeof the cut, post hole=1051 fill F1050,and the other close to the south edg¢r1056] fill

F1055 The northern poshole was .13m in diameter and .25 deep; the second or southern one
was .18m in maximum diameter and .4m deep. Neither fill suggested that the post had rotted in situ and
they are interpreted as holes for scaffolding used in building the wall.

A possibleretaining wall type feature was uncovered abutting the south face of buttFd308 This
feature, F1061 is formed of two courses of large limestone blocks with their long axis aligned N/S. The
feature is 1.2m N/S by .8m E/W. The stepped face is to tls¢ @ad the function may have been to
compensate for the natural E/W slope which would have meant the entrance path to the south door
sloped eastwards. This allowed a rubbleRilD62and fillsF1045and F1066to be retained in position at

the level terrae immediately south of the doorway, without slipping downslope to the east (Fig. 2.25).
A layer comprising a silty clay with mortar and crushed slate inclusions covered the area south of the
two buttresses=1008and F1012 This layerF1054 was .25m thicland seemed to form a levelling layer,
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possibly even a path, south of the church wall. It covered Burials 93, 95 and 101 as noted above. It also
sealed the foundation cut for the south w&llL034 In turn this was covered y1053 a deposit of fine

grave| a thin layer mostly only visible in section and found sporadically across the same area as the
underlyingF1054 This was overlain by rubble lay&$017and F1018

PostMedieval to Modern

Burials 63 and 102, the latter not yet excavated, are believedetgpostmedieval / early modern in
date. B63, cuF1029 fill F1020 is an infant which was buried within the rubble backFtl032 of the
robbed out south wall of the church.

Burial 102 was located within a possibly modern gell§52to the west ofF1003. It is an articulated but
disturbed burial of a juvenile. It will be fully excavated in the coming season.

Structures

Postmedieval to modern structural alterations to this area have been discussed to some extent in the
previous report. It was clearhat the south wall was thoroughly robbed out leaving a rubble fill
F1036=1034illing the cut[F1035] though the buttresses were only partly taken down (Fig. 2.25). A
wall, F102Q was previously referenced, and a juvenile burial, B54 excavated from aof toplhis wall

was removed during the 2015 season, and the rubble cBi®37, F103&xposed. It was sitting on
F1060 a deposit of soil, which itself overlay the earlier featuré961/62referenced above.

The west wall to the church should align witie south wall of the aisle and the junction should be
where the third buttressF1003is. This buttress is unlike the other two and the extent of the later
disturbance in this area, currently recorded &4(075] robber trench, with fill§1025and F1024has yet

to be clarified.

Destruction features in this area related to the quarrying out of the site inchi0, 1072, 107&nd
F1087 These are all either slate and/or mortar rich rubble layers relating to the dismantling of the walls.

As can be seemdm Table 2.12 below the artefacts recovered so far from this cutting range in date from
the medieval to the modern period and include metal, ceramics, bone and glass.

Cutting 11

Cutting 11 was opened and fully resolved in the summer of 2014. The cutteasuring “10m (east to

west) by 5m (north to south) was opened to investigate the southern extent of the graveyard. As the
OdzitAy3a Aa LRaAGA2YySR Of2asS G2 (GKS aArAdsSQa a2dzil
medieval limit of Trim town (sebelow), it was also hoped the cutting might reveal evidence of the
FNRAFNEQAa YSRASQOIE 02dzyRFNE gAGK GKS G(G26y® t NBODA
been found during archaeological excavation directly west of the cutting in 2008 (feottend Seaver

2009).

The excavation of Cutting 11 revealed seven burials presumed, but not confirmed, to date to the
medieval period. These burials had been heavily truncated by modern excavations to bury scrap
(including parts of an end of life car).pastY SRA S@I f 3IdzA t @kt AYSIFENI gl & I ¢
western limit. The features recorded in Cutting 11 date to three basic phases:

Medieval

In total seven grave cut$H1103, [F1114, [F1129, [F112Q, [F1122, [F1124 and [F1123) associated
burials 864 B66 B67, B68 B69 B70and B76 and fills(F1104 F1115F1119F1121 F1123 F1126and
F1128 werecontained in the cutting. Each of these cuts was cut through (and backfilled with) a brown
moderately compact silty clay depogf1138F1139, making the limits of the grave cuts for the most
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part indiscernible from the surrounding deposit (Figure 1.Fa)13&F1139presumably represents the
relict ground surface that was cut by the graves in the medieval period.

Each burial was orientated eatst west, extended and supine, in Christian fashion. Unfortunately each
burial was truncated, in some instances extensively, by later disturbance (either by thenpdigval
gully and/or modern machine cuts) as follows:
1 Burial64 (F1103 andF1104 was runcated by a modern refuse pi111Q.
9 Burial 66 (F1114 andF1115 was cut by posinedievalgully[F1113.
1 Burial 67 (F1120 andF1119 was truncated on its west, south and east limits extensive modern
disturbance cut$F111Q and[F1133.
9 Burial 68([F1122 andF112) were also truncated bjF111Q and [F1133.
9 Burial 69[F1124 andF1123 was cut by modern featurg$1112 and[F1139§.
1 Burial 70 [F1123 and F112§ was truncated at its western extent by pesiedieval gully
[F1113 and at the eafs south and north ends by extensive modern f1435.
9 Burial 76 [F1129 andF1128 was truncated by a modern cut, possifisl132]which may have
extended that far.

Postmedieval

A single posmedieval feature, a 40cm deep linear gulk1113F11386, filled by F1118F1137 was
excavated in Cutting 11umnningnorth-south along the western edge dhe excavation. The gully cuts
B66andB70(as well as the natural subsadlpdis truncated by modern machine c[E1133. The gully
extends north of Cuttig 11 toward Railway Lane, and probably corresponds to amesdieval linear
previously encountered during excavations on the laneway in 2868Jer 2000

Modern

As stated each of the burials were truncated by modern machine excavated cuts (FigureThex®

cuts were contained beneath the modern topsbil101 as well as a slightly older, but still modern,
buried sod F1103 both of which contained a large amount of refuse and evidence of modern
disturbance; this disturbance presumably derived from tdmmstruction of the surrounding buildings,
including Supervalu, the layout of Railway Lane and the installation of an ESB pole and associated stays
at the northeast limit of Cutting 11.

UnderlyingF1103were modern deposit§1106and F1108(modern rubbleglays full of modern debris)
and a number of mechanically excavated pits backfilled with modern refuse/scrap, naridlyqQ|
[F1112=F1111, [F1116, [F1133 and F1133 (filled by F1109 F1127 F1117,F1132F1131and F1134
respectively). These cuts wert through the burials (as established above) as well as truncating
medieval deposiF1138&F1139 the postmedieval gul\fF1113F1136 and natural subsoil (the latter of
which was originally recorded as depoBit107ZF113Q. All the machine cuts appeao thave been
undertaken in the reent past to bury modern refuse.

Cutting 12

Like Cutting 11, Cutting 12 was opened and fully resolved in the summer of 2014. The cutting, measuring
11m (north to south) by 2m (east to west), was opened to investigate tbthem boundary of the site
and its relationship to the northern medieval limit of Trim town.

While parts of the medieval enclosure of Trim are well understood, its northern limits remain
conjectural. The western extent of the town boundary, from the batthe mill on the River Boyne to
Crowspark, is still clear as the wall is extant. However, from that point it appears the wall was not
available to be mapped by the OS in 1836. It was argued that the line of the wall ran north to the Athboy
Gate. Assumig the town wall did continue northward to Athboy Gate, it is probable it then turned east
to run along a line marked as the municipal and townland boundary on THedition OS map, a line
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that corresponds to the southern boundary of the Black Friary $iteis while Cutting 12 was one of our
smaller cuttings it had the potential to contribute key knowledge on the medieval enclosure of Trim.

The excavation revealed three burials, two of which were confirmed as medieval, as well as a medieval
ditch (that was cut by, and so predates, one of the burials). A jostlieval drain was also present at
thecuttingd Yy 2NIKSNY SEGSYyidod 1 26SOSNE gAlGK GKS SEOSLI
basic phase (medieval) was recorded in the cutting.

Medieval

In total three grave cuts {12113, [F1213, and F1219) associated burialB{8 B79and B80 and fills

(F1212 F1214and F121§ were contained in the cutting extending the known limits of the graveyard

02 GAGKAY pY 2F (KS &thdighales waie2cdrihkoGgNJand thackfilled &ith) 9 I C
subsoil, a plastic orange clay), making the limits of the grave cuts for the most part indiscernible from

the surrounding deposit. An exception to this was [F1105], the cut for B78, which was cut thiitaigh

fill F1203-F1205and so more readily identifie(Figure 1.3Q)primarily based on differing compactions
between the grave fill the surrounding deposit.

Each burial was orientated east to west, extended and supine in Christian fashion. One of e buri
(B78) was located on the north side of the di{¢hgure 1.31hile the other two (B79 and B80) were
L2aAGA2YSR RANBOGfe &a2dziK 2F (KS RAGGIRD ndtgall i KS
dates are given at 95.4% probability: Tablg)indicating that if the ditch served as a boundary between

the town and friary, it had passed out of use priorto the |a#18F OSy (i dzNE = | i 6 KA OK LJ
OSYSGSNE SEGSYRSR &2dziK 2N Wi26y 6l NRQOD

Table 1.3: Radiocarbon dates from Cutting 12hegt Black Friary. Calibration after OxCal 4.1 (Bronk
Ramsay 2009) using the IntCal09 dataset (Reimer, Baillie et al*2009)

Laboratory Material Burial L/ mo Radiocarbon Calibrat_e_d Age (95.49

Code No. Age (BP) Probability) (cal BC/AD)

Wk-42075 Humanbone | 78 * 669 * 20 AD 12761390

Wk-42076 Human bone | 80 * 761 + 20 AD1220¢ 1280

* Please note: The Carbano &l o0t S A&a20G2L3S @I fdzS 64{mMo/ 0 éLa YSI&dNBR 2y
'[he radioAcarbon date has }hergfore been correcfed isptopjc fractionation. However thg @M\SS I & dzNB EQ L Mo / Q}I- f
RAFFSNI FNRY U0UKS {1 mo/ 2F UKS Z2ZNRAIAYI | YI O0SNRAI FYR A0 Ad 0UKE

Ditch [F1202 was initially identified as medieval based on the recovery of a single sherd of medieval
pottery -0 KS 2y f& FAYR FTNRY (KS RAGOK® ¢KAA LRG aKSN
deposited naturaF121Q which appeared to represent a slippage of material, possibly from a degraded
oFyl1Z Fd GKS RAFRgE ©.82) The2ditA WaS ME0 filled WitB a brown silty clays
F1203=F1205 (upper fill), as well as a numbers of other fills, which appear tdRb§ teJ2 &8 A G SR 2 NJ ¥
naturalsy  YSt & Cmunn 2y (GKS y2NIK &aARS 2F RAGOK I yR
between F1208 and the natural subsoil (originally recorded as F1209=F1217) was hard to discern,
partially as the natural subsoils have been extensively disturbed by bioturbation (primarily from root
disturbance).

The ditch is smaller than one might expetta town boundary (measuring 5.5 by 0.9Rigure 1.33)A
town ditch has never previously been recorded on the northern side of Baits form and size at this
cardinal point remain to be established. As stated a single burial (B78) was cut threugppér ditch

fill F1203=F1205; the burial, dating to 12¥890 AD, provides a clear terminus post quem for the
boundary (and confirms the medieval date indicated by the pottery sherd.

A single postnedieval/early modern drain ([F1206] and F1207) was @@drcut through the upper
ditch fill F1203=F1205; this feature appears to represent a simple land drain, filled wiiowuded
stone. All the features in Cutting 12 were sealed by topsoil F1201.
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Test Trenches

A total of 19 archaeological test trenchdetalling 499.6 liner meters, were excavated, recorded and
reinstated in the summer of 2014 across the eastern limits of the Black Friary field (Eigur&he
trenches were excavated to classify surviving archaeological remains outside the precinbt,isvan
important step to inform how, in consultation with the National Monuments Service (NMS), the eastern
portion of the field may be used in future community ventures. The testing revealed a large medieval
ditch running east to west across the northeportion of the site. Testing also clarified that an enclosure

in the southeast corner of the field, which remains visible in the surface topography, is likely to be
medieval in date; a trench was also excavated through the external/western ditch opréwnct
boundary.

Testing demonstrated that a large quantity of topsoil containing building materials, principally cement
0f201aX ONR1SYy LALISa SiO0Odr KIR 6SSy AYLRNISR (2
were being built; this soil as spread over the existing field surface raising the ground level significantly

in certain areas.

Table 1.4: Results of archaeological test trenching

'Il\'lisngb'grrench Length (m) | Width (m) | Depth (m) ;Aer;:trsjar\:glogcal (not including  modern)

1.0 50.0 2.0 0.50.9 Medieval ditch and medieval ditch and bank

1.1 28.8 2.0 0.7-0.9 None

1.2 29.5 2.0 0.7-1.0 None

1.3 14.0 2.0 0.81.1 None

1.4 14.4 2.0 0.60.7 None

15 14.4 2.0 0.7 None

1.6 11.9 2.0 0.81.0 None

2.0 Not excavated due to overhead pewlinesc2 NA IA Yy ff& AR 2-0z)
' trench

2.1 8.2 2.0 0.4 None

2.2 23.2 2.0 0.40.6 Medieval ditch

2.3 29.5 2.0 0.50.7 None

2.4 37.8 2.0 0.40.6 None

25 27.5 2.0 0.40.6 None

2.6 17.3 2.0 0.50.6 None

2.7 14.2 2.0 0.6 None

2.8 21.8 2.0 0.6-0.8 None

2.9 15.3 2.0 0.6-0.8 None

2.10 10.3 2.0 0.50.6 None

3.0 425 2.0 0.30.8 None

4.0 89.0 2.0 0.40.8 Medieval ditch

Medieval

A large medieval ditcHHT1.03=FT4.Q1vas recorded in Trenches 1 andrMgure 1.34; 1.35pacrosghe
northern portion of the field. The ditch sections were thought to be the same feature based on: the
ditch size (2.9m wide in both trenches); the orientation and form of the cut and the similarity of the
contained fills. Both ditch sections were confed as belonging to one feature when the basal fill in
both instances KT1.09and FT4.02 was found to contain the same ceramic water pipe; this pipe was
contained within a postnedieval recut [FT1.04=FT4.Q80f the original ditch. The reut was cut
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through medieval ditch fillET1.02=FT4.0& grey/blue silty sand that was frequently mottled with iron
panning (indicating the ditch has originally served as a culvert/drainage feature for water). The line of
the medieval ditch FT1.03=FT4.Qlindicates it nay have joined the northern corner of the precinct
boundary¢ although this remains to be confirmed in future excavation.

Directly south of ditchfT1.03=FT4.Qivas a redeposited subsoil (yellow/grey sandy clay), measuring c.
0.2m in depth by 3.4m in @ih. This feature appears to represent themains of a bankT111, which
presumably derived from up cast from the adjacent digElgure 1.36)A similar bank was not identified

in Trench 4; however, the overlying deposits are significantly shallowendrTrench 4 and it appears
this area of the site may have been levelled or bulldozed in the recent past (see below).

¢Sad ¢NBYOK m |fa2 ONRaaSR (KS y2NIKSNYy fAYAG 2
FTASE RQa (2 L2 dJkhhdisiabBow externdl ditéh 2tdts easteyh and northern extent; the entire
enclosure outline is more clearly marked on the first edition of the OS map. When the earthwork was
sectioned by Test Trench 1 it was revealed as a shallow #&fch1], measurig 3.0m in width by 0.5m

in maximum depth(Figure 1.37)[FT1.1] contained a single fiFT1.12that was similar in composition

to the surrounding natural (yellow clayey silt) but was mottled with iron panning, indicating water flow
through [FT1.1]1 Two $erds of medieval pottery were also recovered fréfl.12 inferring a medieval

date for the ditch. FilFT1.12may have derived frofkT1.05 a low bank (measuring c. 0.4m in height),
which appears to have degraded and slumped northward into diE€fL]J0%. The bank presumably
derives from the ugcast of FT1.1] and lies atog=T1.06 a 0.2m deep deposit of yellow brown clayey

silt, which is thought to be the relict medieval topsoil across the (fitgure 1.38)The ditch and bank
([FT1.11andFT1.0% appear to have delineated a specific medieval horticultural/agricultural space; the
absence of furrows from with the enclosure indicates such usage was not arable, with use such as an
orchard or stock enclosure more likely.

The ditch and bankF[T1.1]1 and FT1.05 were sealed beneatRT1.13 a deposit of grey/brown clayey
silt, a relict sod line of uncertain date (which could equ@ll.08=FT4.Q7Directly above this sod line, as
observed in the northern ditch, was the28entury levelling deposET107(see also below).

A third ditch FT2.101 was uncovered at the eastern limit of Test Trench 2.2, as it approached the
precinct boundary. The ditcfFigure 1.39)measuring 3.1m in width by 0.8m in depth, contained two
fills FT2.202and FT2.203 Upper fillF12.202 (yellow sandy clay) appears to represent a deliberate/final
backfilling of the ditch when it passed out of use in the medieval or-pastieval period. The basal fill
FT2.203 brown clayey silt mottled with orange iron panning, appears to have adatesuwhen the

ditch was in use and actively culverting/draining water. A single sherd of medieval pottery was
recovered from this fill. The ditch appears to have served as an outer (eastern) ditch of the precinct
boundary; the inwardwestern) ditch and entral bank remain visible in the figlsurface topography
(Figurel.40

Modern

The recut of the ditch FT1.04=FT4.08vas undertaken to install a ceramic drain piffégure 1.41)
presumably to continue the original drainage function of the medieval the recut was partially
backfilled with FT1.09FT4.02 and FT1.08¥FT4.03 above which sod lindcT1.08=FT4.0Formed.
However, the upper 1m of the ditch appears to have remained open until the very recent past when
topsoil FT1.07=FT4.09vas spread ovehis part of the Black Friary field during the construction of the

I R2I OSyid WY2RSNYyQ SaidliSa 6aSS RA&AOdzaaAiAzy 0St260
Trench 1 and extended as far south as dit€M1.1] The sod line was sealed by amported topsoil
(FT1.07=FT4.09which was full of modern rubble (breeze block) and scrap mEtdl.07=FT4.0@aried

in depth across the northwest portion of the tested area, but was deepest ®&dr.03=FT4.Q1where

over 1m of soil was used to finabackfill and level the ditchET1.07=FT4.08 likely to have derived

from soil stripping associated to the construction of adjacent Tower View and Griffin Park; the deposit
was not readily identifiable in Trench 22110 (to the south) or Trench 3 or #b(the east). A faint
circular trend is observable on aerial photographs in the northwest portion of the testing area,
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indicating thatFT1.07=FT4.08hay have been stockpiled and bulldozed outward in a circular pattern,
gradually decreasing in depth fromeltentre of the stockpile. Such mechanical activity may also explain
the absence of a bank beside dit¢HTfL.03=FT4.Q1n Trench 4.

In Trench 4 a field drairFT4.04, filled with c. 10cmdield stone FT4.09, was also recorded abutting
ditch cut FT4.Q] and recut [FT4.08 A clear stratigraphic relationship could not be established
between these featuregFigure 1.42)but it appears more likely that the drain may be contemporary
with the postmedieval recut of the ditch.

As part of the testing sttagy a 0.5m wide trench was also excavated to install electrical ducting (and
water pipes) from near the site entrance to the main site offices, a distance of c. 158.0 m. The trench
was archaeologically monitored outside the precinct and hand excavatduhwit(in the area crossing
0KS OSYS(iSNERO® ¢KS GNBYOK gl a Od noenY Ay RSLIK
c. 7590m east of the trenches western limit (see Figure XX) the trench was excavated through modern
refuse, plastic, scmmetal, wood etc., indicating a deliberately excavation or natural hollow that was
backfilled with illegally dumped rubbish in the recent past. No features of archaeological significance
were observed during the excavation of trench.

The only other featurs recorded from the testing programme were field drains in Test Trenches 1.2, 1.6
and 2.1, none of which were considered to be of archaeological significance.

Other Site Research

To help inform future IAFS excavation strategies a geophysical (gpandtating radar [GPR] and
electromagnetic [EM]) survey covering approximately 0.5 hectares was conducted at the Black Friary.
This surveywasundertaken intermittently from Aprit July 2015 as part of an MSc dissertation by Ms.
Ashely Green (Bournemouth Weisity), a study focused on the forensic and archaeological applications
of GPR in clay soils. The survey was conducted under licencel5R0023.

The survey identified a number of possible archaeological anomalies and anthropogenic features
including a possik well (in the centre of the cloister), possible human burials/grave cuts (also in the
cloister area) and a linear feature which could bear relevance to the northern town boundary (Shine et
al. in Press). The survey was hindered to a large extent by athemalies relating to geological
variation and modern rubbish; thus all of the possible archaeological features require ground truthing to
be confirmed or discounted. The results of the survey are listed in full in Appendix 1.

Discussion

Church

Six seasns of excavation have been completed to date at the Black Friary. The last report detailed the
excavations 201t H A Mo OhQ/ [ NNRff HAamMnOod ¢KAA NBLRNE Aa
seasons.

It has been argued by Roger Stalley amongst otftatieley 1990) that friaries were laid out according to

a specific set of proportional measurements, based on the size of the cloister multiplied by the square

root of two. He has demonstrated that this rule holds reasonably well and it is logical totl@hsuch

an ordered set of buildings would have had a guiding principal in their construction. The size of the

cloister is almost a 20m x 20m square, which is on the large side fro surviving cloisters in Ireland. The

north wall of the church has beendated in the area of the crossing and in the nave just west of the

chancel arch. A south wall has been found and the width of the nave as deduced from the positions of

these two walls, at just over 12m internally, indicates that a south aisle must havegresent. The

column base as found in Cutting 9 supports this, and where it is located would give a width of
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approximately 4m to the side aisle. Given the width of the nave at 8m one would suppose that the
overall length of the nave would be in proportioiihe friary in Sligo is 6.55m wide and the nave is
22.75m long. At 8m in width it would seem logical that the nave in Black Friary would be proportionately
longer than in Sligo.

The extent of the church is still to be fully investigated. Work in Cut@reysd 10 has been ongoing, and
that in Cutting 9 should be brought to a close this season. To date these works have:
1 Confirmed the presence of a south aisle which is believed to have been a later addition
9 Confirmed that a foundation trench for the southaillvof the church does not occur west of what
appears to be the robbed out foundation trench of the west wall
9 Shown that burials occurred throughout the nave of the church
9 Demonstrated that at minimum the early doorway, believed to be a later insertiantim south
wall of the south aisle must, with its associated metalled path,jas¢ burials which lie beneath
the metalled surface

However, if the robbed out trench in Cutting 9 is in fact the foundation trench for the west wall, then

the nave, from weswall to chancel arch is no more than 22m. The current indications from the
topographical survey are that the chancel is over 25m in length, and while the indications from the past
Gg2 asShrazyaQ ¢2N] NB GKIFG GKS fouhdgtidn tigrictkin Guging S E G ¢
9, it suggests that the nave was shorter than the chancel. It should be pointed out that as yet there is no
evidence at all for a foundation trench for the south wall of the church. It is as yet unclear whether there
was a soll wall, or whether the wall was always arcaded and an aisle had been built from the beginning.
Aspects of the south wall of the south aisle point to constructional differences between it and the north
wall, most notably the buttresses, but it is not knovfithis definitely points to a later construction date,

or merely reflects different structural requirements.

Excavations within the foundation trench for the south wall showed that this followed the line of this
trench as previously seen in Cutting 2atidition the presence of two postoles at the north and south

sides of the trench gave an insight into the building techniques used as these are most likely scaffolding
supports.

East Range

Excavations have focused solely on the east range since 20d4xtension of Cutting 6 has revealed
approximately half of the chapter house, the full width of the range and some of the garden walls. The
main points of interest and focus of further work are:

1 The nature of the walls of the east range. At least ond wak claybonded, which suggests the
introduction of different building techniques, possibly at different stages

9 The presence of a stairs indicated by the three limestone steps demonstrates that an upper storey
was built; the fact that the stairs are nbbnded into the adjoining wall suggests they may have
been a later insertion

1 The north wall of the chapter house has been exposed; variation in its surviving fabric between that
which is within the limit of the range and that which lies east of it sugtiedtit may have been
extended. The occurrence of clay floor tile fragments may point to a refurbishment and
enlargement at some point.

1 The presence of a possible bench lining the interior of the chapter house, and its apparent width of
1.6m which suggées a double bench, may be an indicator at the size of the community at the time
it was built or suggest it was built for meetings of a wider purpose, either religious (as in provincial
meetings) or political gatherings.

The garden soils to the rear of tieast range have yielded a large quantity of finds, as is to be expected.
The date range confirms the use of the friary up to th& ¢&ntury. The finding of a large quantity of
stained glass, and the truly significant find of several large survivingspaéatained glass still within its
lead cames highlighted the fact that the friary was most likely in a state of reasonable preservation up
until the time of its demolition.
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Cloister

The extent of the cloister garth had been determined in earlier seasBome additional work was
done; the width of the ambulatory, 2.4m has been confirmed in Cutting 6. This is consistent with the
width found in Cuttings 3 and 7. More importantly, excavation of the SW corner buttress in Cutting 5
has shown how strong a cansction this was. A®urbeckmarble, the material from which the entire
cloister arcade appears to have been made, is very heavy, the presence of very strong corner supports is
not surprising. The effectiveness of these, and the apparent lack of anyatbunttresses, coupled with
evidence for at least one #Built section points to either some inherent structural instability or some
manner of deliberate damage. The presence of a number of pits filled with broken slate suggests that
these related to the pssible extraction of clay, used to try to level up the area of the cloister path and
wall prior to the construction of the wall and its arcade. The debris in the pits may have derived from
building, not destruction, but ironically, the presence of thesis,pclose to the wall itself, may have
contributed to the instability hinted at by an apparent phase obrglding along the west wall of the
cloister.

The Purbeckmarble arcade is the subject of ongoing research. In form it may be early, if thisitis so,
means that it is one of the very few 13th Century cloisters, about which we have any information,
surviving in lreland.

Ground Penetrating Radar was carried out in the cloister garth by Ashely Green as part of a wider survey
(see Appendix 1). This wohHas shown that there appears to be a distinct and rather deep feature
approximately in the centre of the garth. Further work will be required to ascertain what this may be.

Burials

The excavations to date have uncovered the remains (or partial remaing) mfnimum of 106
individuals. The principal areas of burial were the nave of the church, the cemetery and the cloister
garth. The site was used as a Cillin, and these infant or juvenile burials have been found throughout the
area of the friary buildinggredominantly within rubble deposits suggesting that they mostly date from
after the mid eighteenth century.

Last year samples from six burials were submitted to Waikato Laboratory, New Zealamyl$or
radiometric dating The results are given in table2zelow. The six burials had been selected to attempt

to capture the range of dates of burials believed to occur on the site. One infant burial (Burial 18) was
included, but it had been interred in the crossing (between the chancel and the nave) anténkgth

the rubble layers, prelating them. However, it did appear to date from a time pd&solution, as such

a location would not have been allowed for infant burial if the friary had still been active. The date
returned, AD 15201800, confirms a pognhedieval date but does not clarify whether the burial was
interred prior to or post the destruction by quarrying of the friary. As it is likely that thetbetr was

not quarried, but subsequently collapsed, an interment under the tower could have taleee after

the bulk of the site had been quarried. The same date, AD -18R0 was returned for a burial from
Cutting 9. This, Burial 41, appeared on stratigraphic grounds to have been interred when at minimum
roof slates had fallen to the floor of thénarch. Whether this indicates the period of pedissolution
abandonment or the later destruction is not clear.

The two burials from Cutting 3, Burial 6 and OSB 3, both from the wall tomb are of interest as they
bracket the period of use of that tomb. OSB3&s the primary burial, and dates to AD 12B600; Burial

6 had been interred after the tomb had gone through a period of use as an ossuary. This burial, dating to
AD 14501640 is either from the very last years of the ligsolution friary use, or shdyt after it had

gone out of use.

However, the most interesting, and earliest dates are those from Burials 78 and 80. These were from
Cutting 11 and were from either side of the E/W running ditch, believed to be the town boundary. The
earlier of the two, BO (AD 122€1280), lay on the south side of the ditch, theoretically outside the friary
boundary. The second dated burial, B78 (AD 123@0), lay within the cemetery, effectively at its
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southern limit. The calibration curve for B80 puts its date at or lefore the foundation date for the
friary, and this, together with the fact that B78 was dug through layers which formed part of the fill of
the ditch, suggests potentially that at the time of the building of the friary, the ditch was put out of use.
Thesherd of pottery recovered from the base of the ditch seems to be Hanll and of Dublirtype
coarseware, datable to the late twelftf early thirteenth centuries (McCutcheon and Meenan, 2009,
337).

The fact that there was no trace of the ditch in Qugt11 may be either due to modern building activity
encroaching on the site, or perhaps to the fact that it was originally further north than anticipated, but
that burials had quickly extended beyond the earlier boundary. It is hoped to explore theflthe o
boundary further in the coming season.

Town ditch

Cuttings 11 and 12 were opened to find and examine the town boundary. A ditch was found in Cutting
11. Its width was 5.5m and its depth approximately .9m. While these dimensions seem relatively
unimpressive for town defences they are consistent with those recorded to the rear of Emmet Street
(Fallon 2010; Hayden 2003 section of ditch was explored adjacent to the Athboy Gate (Seaver 2009).
However, the full extent of the ditch could not be exposadd the excavator could not say
unequivocally that it was the town ditch. On the balance of probability it is likely to be, and its
dimensions, going on what could be seen, and allowing for a possibly more defensive aspect in the
vicinity of a town gate, t@ not inconsistent with the dimensions recorded in Cutting 12.

No ditch was found in Cutting 11.

The Infields

The area to the east of the friary precinct was the subject of archaeological testing in 2014. This
revealed the presence of field boundariesdant their continued use into the poshedieval period. The
contours of this area had been altered to quite some degree by the extent of modern activities,
principally the use of the area as a dump zone for subsoil and waste building material arisirighgut o
development of the nearby housing estates in the early eighties; this despite the placing of a
preservation order on the site in 1972 (Preservation Order No. 4, 1972). The introduced soils and debris
had a combined depth of up to .7m in places. Thgrddation of the site then continued as it became

an area used for casual dumping, a trend which now appears to be reversing.

The ongoing work at the Black Friary coupled with a growing community outreach programme is
expanding the scope and reach of tpeoject. Side by side with the excavations is the process of
developing an ongoing conservation management plan for the entire site, which will encompass the
wishes of local stakeholders with the agreement of the statutory bodies and the local autlooviters

of the site, in the preservation and use of the site as an amenity and resource.
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Section 2

PostExcavation (PEX) Report

Dr. Denis Shine and Bairbre Mullee

Introduction

The purpose of Section 2 is to quantify the collection of arefactsfaets and human remains that have
been generated during the Black Friary excavations. As the excavapianied to progress for another

15 years only a brief tabular Preliminary Excavation Report (PEX) is provided (see Bables12).

This reportoutlines the volume of materials together with a synopsis of ongoing -exsavation,
conservation and specialist works. All finds listed in the below tables have been cleaned and labelled in
accordance to NMI standards, while all artefacts and ecofaescarrently in secure storage in the
offices of IAFS.

Conservation works

Sample conservation was undertaken on pieces of painted plaster (n=25) by Ms. Sylwia Bronchard and
on the medieval stained glass (n=52) by both Sylwia Broncfiagdire 2.1; alteticence 5912)and
Susannah Kellfalter licence 5513)see Table 2, below). The medieval stained glass is, in particular, a
large collection that is at risk of decay in pestavation storage; thus following the completion of the
initial conserved samplan arrangemenivas formed between IAFS and the Conservation Laboratory of

I FNRAFTF ! yAOGSNERAGEQa {OK22ft 2F | NOKFS2f23&3x | A
(n=1261). The collection was transported to Cardiff in October 2015 (under éaipertlicence 592p

where ts conservation is ongoing under the supervision of Dr. Jane Henderson and Phil Parkes. A further
22 pieces of stained glass have been recovered since that date and are storedstoo®ldonditions in
L!'C{Q 2FFA0Saod

SusannahKelly of University College Dublin (UCD) has also been retained to conserve particularly
sensitive archaeological finds (i.e. those that cannot be subjected to longer term storage without
adverse effects) shortly after exposure during excavation. Tottiatee include:
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Table 2.1: National Museum of Ireland: Licences to Alter/Export

Material Description Conservator/Specialist Licence Number
Glass Stained Glass Susannah Kelly 5513
Glass Stained Glass Sylwia Bronchard 5912
Metal C.opper alloy strap end Susannah Kelly 5859
Glded Mount
Metal Copper alloy key [Conserved] Susannah Kelly 6044
Metal/Glass Lead came with stained glass pane | Susannah Kelly 5859
Glass/Metal Stained Glass/Stained Glass in lead Cardiff University/Phi 5929 (export and
Parkes and Jane Henderso| alter)
Plaster Painted Plaster Sylwia Bronchard 5821
Waikato University/Fiona
Human Bone | Human Bone 5866
Petchy

Specialist Work

As outlined, in 2015 the first archaeological cuttings were concluded (Cuttings 1, 4, 5, 8, 11 and 12),
proviRAy 3 (GKS FANRG WO2YLX SGSQ O2ftftSOlA2ya (G2 F2ND
above cuttings have been forwarded to Dr. Fiona Beglane of Sligo Institute of Technology for analysis.
The finds from these (and all other) cuttings are nabulated and labelled in accordance to NMI
standards in preparation for specialist analysis, the results of which will inform pottery and small finds
reports for Seasons-@. As stated (Table 2.1), several of the delicate metal artefacts have been
conservel due to their fragility.

All excavation of human remais site is undertaken under the guidance of Dr. Rachel Scott (of DePaul
University)¢ a leading international osteoarchaeologist, who specialises in the late medieval period. Dr.
Scott advises onxgavation, cleaning and temporary storage and curation of all human remains. She
ultimately will examine the entire collection before preparing a full report/publications.
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Dating

A total of six AMS radiometric dates, the first from the excavation, wbtained in 2015 (as shown in
Table 2.1). A further number of samples will be selected for dating in 2016. All radiometric dating was
undertaken in the Waikato Dating Laboratory in the University of Waikiter{ce5866).

Table 2.2: Radiocarbon dates ointad for the Black Friary in 2016. Calibration after OxCal 4.1 (Bronk
Ramsay 2009) using the IntCal09 dataset (Reimer, Baillie et al.®2009)

Laboratory Material Burial L/ mo Radiocarbon Calibrated Age (95.4%

Code No. Age (BP) Probability) (cal BC/AD)

Wk-42072 Human bone | 6 * 362 + 20 AD 14501640

Wk-42073 Human bone | 18 * 265 £ 20 AD 15201800

Wk-42074 Human bone | 41 * 255 £+ 20 AD 15201800

Wk-42075 Human bone | 78 * 669 + 20 AD 12701390

Wk-42076 Human bone | 80 * 761 £ 20 AD 12201280

Wk-42077 Human bone | OSB3 | * 625 £+ 20 AD 12901400

*Please note: The Carbono 8+ 6t S A&a202LIS G tdsS 6t mo/ 0 61L& YSHAdNBR 2y
radiocarbon date has therefore been corrected for isotopic fractionation. However they/ AMSa dzZNSR 1 mo/ @I £ dzS

TNRY (Cri8he obriginal material and it is therefore not shown.
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Table 2.3: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remains and paper archive generated through the excavation of
Cutting 1

: Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 36 Saoll 1
Caamic Clay Pipe 3 Animal bone 19 (14139)
Tiles -
Other - Lidesl i
Brick -
Glass -
Iron/Metal Kiln Brick 1
Iron/Metal General ! S} Mortar -
Shell 3
Stone
Iron Nails 19 Total 24
Copper - BuldingMaerials
Lead 1 Count Conserved
Glas_s (not including stained 1 Stained Glass 3 3
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts - Window Lead - -
Wood - Painted Plaster 4 (309) 1
Flint i Architectural 4 i
Fragments
Shell -
Total 67

Count (bags omdividual burials)

Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) 27
Burials 2
PaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 34
Drawings 21 (23 Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currently under revision
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Table 2.4: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remains and paper archiveajedethrough the excavation of
Cutting 2

: Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 81 Saoll 2
Ceramic Clay Pipe 8 Animal bone 96 (71449)
Tiles -
Other - e i
Brick -
Glass -
Iron/Metal Kiln Brick 5
Iron/Metal General = e Mortar 1
Shell -
Stone -
Iron Nails 58 Total 94
Copper 3 Building Materials
Lead 2 Count Conserved

Glass (not including stained

: 11 Stained Glass 56 -
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts - Window Led 3 -

] 244
Wood - Painted Plaster (573) -
Flint i Architectural 49 i
Fragments

Shell -
Total 178

Count (bags or individual burials)

Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) 81
Burials 4
CPaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 36
Drawings 20 (17 Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currently under revision
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Table 2.5: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remains and paper archive generated through the excavation of
Cutting 3

Count Count (bags/containes)
Pottery 58 Saoll 86
Ceramic Clay Pipe 6 Animal bone 113 (42360)
Tiles -
Other 1 Lidesl 2
Brick -
Glass 2
Iron/Metal Kiln Brick 1
Iron/Metal General e S} Mortar -
Shell 8
Stone 1
Iron Nails 382 Total 213
Copper - Bulding Materials
Lead 16 Count Conserved
Glas_s (not including stained 6 Stained Glass 50 1
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts - Window Lead 17 -
Wood 1 Painted Plaster 6 (360) -
Flint i Architectural 117 i
Fragments
Shell -
Total 489

Count (bags or individual burials)

Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) 767
Burials 56
PaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 101
Drawings 59 (54 Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currently under revision
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Table 2.6: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remainsl @aper archive generated through the excavation of
Cutting 4

: Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 6 Saoll -
Ceramic Clay Pipe 1 Animal bone 2 (4089)
Tiles -
Other - e i
Brick -
Glass -
Iron/Metal i Other Kiln Brick 1
Iron/Metal General Mortar -
Shell -
Stone -
Iron Nails 2 Total 3
Copper - Buiding Materials
Lead - Count Conserved
Glas_s (not including stained i Stained Glass i i
or window glass)
Bone Artefacs - Window Lead - -
Wood - Painted Plaster - -
Flint i Architectural 4 i
Fragments
Shell -
Total 9

Count (bags or individual burials)

Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) 5
Burials -
PaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 3
Drawings 7 (5 Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currently under revision
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Table 2.7: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remains and paper archive generated through the excavation of
Cutting 5

: Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 34 Saoll 5
Ceramic Clay Pipe 4 Animal bone 70 (6053Q)
Tiles -
Other - Lidesl i
Brick -
Glass 1
Iron/Metal i Other Kiln Brick -
Iron/Metal General Mortar 3
Shell
Stone -
Iron Nails 92 Total 79
Copper - BuildingMaterials
Lead 5 Count Conserved
Glas_s (not including stained i Stained Glass i i
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts - Window Lead 1 -
Wood - Painted Plaster 10 (1069) -
Flint i Architectural 99 i
Fragments
Shell -
Total 135

Count(bags or individual burials)

Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) 11
Burials 2
PaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 30
Drawings 25 (14 Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currently under revision
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Table 2.8: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remains and papervaraenerated through the excavation of
Cutting 6

: Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 895 Saoll 3
Ceramic Clay Pipe 29 Animal bone 231 (72,254Q)
Tiles 172
Other 3 Wood _
Brick 2
Glass 3
Kiln Brick 8
Iron/Metal 40 Mortar 2
General Other Shell 2
Iron/Metal
Stone -
Slag 1
Plaster 1
. Floor Tile 1
Iron Nails 732 Total 254
Copper 13 Building Materils
Lead 73 Count Conserved
Glas-s (not including stained 8 Stained Glass 677 43
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts 13 Window Lead 242 -
Wood 2 Painted Plaster (1:'2299) -
Flint i Architectural 184 i
Fragments
Shell 2
Total 1982

Count (bags or individual burials)

Disarticulated Human Bone KIB) 40
Burials 4
PaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 66
Drawings 31 (25 Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currently under revision
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Table 2.9: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remains and paper archive generated through the excavation of
Cutting 7

: Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 86 Saoll -
Ceramic Clay Pipe 10 Animal bone 68 (39769)
Tiles - -
Other - e
Brick 1
Glass -
Iron/Metal Kiln Brick 1
Iron/Metal General E Qs Mortar -
Shell -
Stone -
Iron Nails 71 Total 70
Copper - Buiding Materials
Lead 12 Count Conserved

Glass (not including stained

: 16 Stained Glass 463 4
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts - Window Lead 11 -

. 103
Wood - Painted Plaster (1629g) 24
Flint i Architectural 59 i
Fragments

Shell -
Total 203

Count (bags or individual burials)

Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) 11
Burials 1
CPaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 49
Drawings 20 (15 Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currstly under revision
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Table 2.10: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remains and paper archive generated through the excavation of
Cutting 8

Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 24 Saoll 6
Ceramic Clay Pip 5 Animal bone 24 (17979)
Tiles -
Other - e i
Brick -
Glass -
Iron/Metal Kiln Brick -
Iron/Metal General € Qs Mortar -
Shell -
Stone -
Iron Nails 24 Total 30
Copper - Buiding Materials
Lead 1 Count Conserved
Ghs_s (not including stained 66 Stained Glass 1 1
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts - Window Lead 1 -
Wood 1 Painted Plaster - -
Flint i Architectural 43 i
Fragments
Shell -
Total 124

Count (bags or individual burials)

Disarticulated dman Bone (DHB) 10
Burials 4
PaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 24
Drawings 12 (9 Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currently under revision
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Table 2.11: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remains and paper archive generated through the excavation of
Cutting 9

Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 38 Saoll 7
Ceramic Clay Pipe 26 Animal bone 98 (80809)
Tiles -
Other 1 e i
Brick -
Glass 51
Iron/Metal Kiln Bick -
Iron/Metal General e S} Mortar 1
Shell -
Stone -
Iron Nails 71 Total 157
Copper - Buiding Materials
Lead 1 Count Conserved

Glass (not including stained

: 12 Stained Glass 34 -
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts - Window Lead 4 -

. 170
Wood - Painted Plaster (611) -
Flint i Architectural 21 i
Fragments

Shell -
Total 173

Count (bags or individual burials)

Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) 60
Burials 5
CPaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 60
Drawings 32 (21 Sheets)
Photographs Archiveis currently under revision

Paged44



Black Friary Archaeological and Community Report 2016

Table 2.12: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remains and paper archive generated through the excavation of
Cutting 10

: Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 81 Saoll 9
Ceramic Clay Pipe 29 Animal bone 231 (16,4379)
Tiles 3
Other 4 Lidesl i
Brick -
Glass 3
Iron/Metal Kiln Brick 1
Iron/Metal General 22 e Mortar 1
Shell 3
Stone 1
Iron Nails 243 Total 249
Copper - BuidingMaterials
Lead 11 Gount Conserved
Glas_s (not including stained 8 Stained Glass 51 i
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts 2 Window Lead 9 -
Wood - Painted Plaster 51 (2189) -
Flint 1 Architectural 29 i
Fragments
Shell -
Total 404

Count (bags or individuaburials)

Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) 297
Burials 19
PaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 94
Drawings 49 (39 Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currently under revision
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Table 2.13: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remains and paper archive generabegiththe excavation of
Cutting 11

: Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 79 Saoll 9
Ceramic Clay Pipe 21 Animal bone 10 (890q)
Tiles -
Other - Lidesl i
Brick -
Glass -
Iron/Metal Kiln Brick -
Iron/Metal General e S} Mortar -
Shell -
Stone -
Iron Nails 15 Total 19
Copper - BuidingMaterials
Lead 1 Count Conserved
Glas_s (not including stained 6 Stained Glass i i
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts 1 Window Lead - -
Wood 2 Painted Plaster 2 (650) -
Flint i Architectural 1 i
Fragments
Shell -
Total 128

Count (bags or individual burials)

Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) 32
Burials 7
PaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 39
Drawings 13 (11 Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currently under revision
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Table 2.14: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remains and paper archive generated through the excavation of
Cutting 12

: Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 2 Saoll 12
Ceramic Clay Pipe - Animal bone 6 (4249)
Tiles - Wood R
Other =
Brick -
Glass -
Iron/Metal i Other Kiln Brick -
Iron/Metal General Mortar -
Shell -
Stone -
Iron Nails 3 Total 18
Copper - Buiding Materias
Lead - Count Conserved
Glas_s (not including stained i Stained Glass i i
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts - Window Lead - -
Wood - Painted Plaster - -
. Architectural
Flint - - -
Fragments
Shell -
Total 5

Count (bags or individuaburials)
Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) -

Burials 3
Count
Feature Sheets 17
Drawings 7 (5 Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currently under revision
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Table 2.15: Artefacts, ecofacts, human remains and paper archive generated thineugkcavation of
the test trenches

Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 65 Saoll 4
Ceramic Clay Pipe 3 Animal bone 11 (10209)
Tiles -
Other . Wood 1
Bridk -
Glass -
Iron/Metal i Other Kiln Brick -
Iron/Metal General Mortar -
Shell -
Stone -
Iron Nails 3 Total 16
Copper - Buiding Materials
Lead - Count Conserved
Glas_s (not including stained 26 Stained Glass i i
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts - Window Lead - -
Wood - Painted Plaster - -
Flint i Architectural 1 i
Fragments
Shell -
Total 97

Count (bags or individual burials)

Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) 5
Burials 0
PaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 29
Drawings 10 (8 Sheets)
Photogaphs Archive is currently under revision
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Table 2.16: Artefacts and ecofacts recovered from the Black Friary, not from an archaeologicat cutting
APSd® 20aSNBSR 2vy

0KS FASER aAdz2NFI OS 2NJ KFYyRSR Ay

Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 14 Saoll -
Ceramic Clay Pipe 2 Animal bone -
Tiles 3
Other - e i
Brick -
Glass -
Iron/Metal Kiln Brick -
Iron/Metal General . Qs Mortar -
Shell -
Stone -
Iron Nails 1 Total -
Copper - Buiding Materials
Lead 1 Count Conserved
Glas_s (not including stained 1 Stained Glass i i
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts - Window Lead 3 -
Wood - Painted Plaster - -
Flint i Architectural 135 i
Fragments
Shell -
Total 23

Count (bags or individual burials)

Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) 8
Burials -
PaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets -
Drawings - (- Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currently under revision
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Table 2.17: Artefacts, ecofactsyman remains and paper archive generated through all archaeological
excavations

Count Count (bags/containers)
Pottery 1499 Saoll 144
Ceramic Clay Pipe 147 Animal bone 979 (124,1329)
Tiles 178
Other 9 e 3
Brick 3
Glass 60
Kiln Brick 18
g;?}lxzral 142 Mortar 8
iron/Metal Other Shell 16
Stone 2
Slag 1
Plaster 1
Iron Nails 1716 Floor Tile 1
Total 1236
Copper 16 Buiding Materials
Lead 124 Couwnt Conserved
Glags (et iellwelirg) SEnee 161 Stained Glass 1335 52
or window glass)
Bone Artefacts 16 Window Lead 291 -
Wood 6 Painted Plaster ( 43339) 25
Flint 1 Architectural 246 i
Fragments
Shell 2
Total 4017

Count (bags oindividual burials)

Disarticulated Human Bone (DHB) 1354
Burials 107
PaperRecords
Count
Feature Sheets 582
Drawings 306 (246 Sheets)
Photographs Archive is currently under revision
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Section 3

Community Report

Dr. Denis Shin®r. StepherMandall YR CAyYy2f 1 hQ /I NNRf f

Introduction

Section 3 provides a brief report of the community programme that is jointly delivered by IAFS and the
Blackfriary Community Heritage and Archaeology Project (BCHAP). BCHAP is a joint initiative of several
partners, including the Irish Archaeology Field School (IAFS), Cultural Tourism Ireland, Trim Municipal
District, Meath Country Council, statutory organisations, a range of academic partners and, crucially, the
local community (Figure 3.1). BCHAP can be sumeadkais having two main objectivegA) to provide

heritage community outreach and education events, helping to further enthuse the Trim community on
their fantastic medieval heritage and (B) to help rehabilitate the Black Friary site into a valuable
amenity/green space for the local community of Trim. Both these objectives are in keeping with the
founding principle of BCHAP in 2010 help protect the heritage of the Black Friary site.

The work of BCHAP has not previously been reported in this formats@aMandal et al., 2015); as
such reporting here briefly describes the proj@&tprogress from 2012014 before presenting a more
detailed description of the community programme in the last two years, a logical separation as the
scope and scale of BCH@®jects have increased significantly in the last two seasons.

Community Amenity Work

In parallel to the excavations, a range of site amenity works commenced in PB&qrimary purpose

2F ./ 11tQa FYSyAGue LIy ¢ & itd) Rhickkdvedr the pedh fsw dedaded G |
had become an overgrown wasteland and the focus of-smtial behaviour. Key to addressing this
neglect is the improvement of the Black Friary site itself, so that the site is increasingly seen locally as
worthy of saéguarding as a resource that is compatible with communityqiset simply that the Black

Friary might become a pleasant green space suitable for community use.

Examples of the early amenity works (2€2@14) include the installation of an information pdne
(funded through a grant award from the Archaeological Institute of America) and construction of
terraces for marquees i8013, as well aand intermittent litter picks on the site.

In the summer of 2014 Meath County Council coordinated the placemerttiéeén Gateway scheme
workers on the Black Friary heritage site to help improve the amenity value of the field (see below). This
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placementhas facilitated the development of significantly more ambitious amenity projects, and it
became possible to implemeéma more formal programme of landscape and amenity work on the site,
delivered under the BCHAP umbrella (driven by IAFS and NIk&€york of the Gateway crew at the
Black Friary is integral teliveringthis programme with several projects successfutlglivered in the

last two years.

Waste Management and Site Appearance

¢CKS AYAGAILIET 202SOGAGS 2F GKS YSyAdeée LINRBANFYYS
devoid of weeds, rubbish and areas of scrub/brambles (that had become hot spolistdring and
dumping). Prior to 2014 some cleanup work as outlined above, had already been initiaies
operation with¢ NAY ¢AR& ¢2 gy a stiezubtichiritoLddrid managalblé eaps. AiterO | Q
the placement of Gateway personnel on thieeshese efforts increased dangerous holes on the site

were backfilled; the heaps @il coveredubbish were disposed of; large copses of unsightly brambles
were removed; extra signage was erected to discourage dumping and littering and the site (not
including the active archaeological area) was sprayed to remove invasive weed species (primarily nettles
and thistles). As a result the site is now clean and safe, although continued vigilance is required to
prevent further casual dumping.

Defining Area®f Use/Access

The Black Friary sitead in the past been used extensivéity grazing stock-Horses were introduced to

the site in 2012, 2013 but this was not really ideal as there was a concern that they might have too great
an impact on potentially seittvze areasHowever, by 2014 both the boundary and internal fencing had
degraded to the point that they were no longer stock proof, and had become an eyesore on the site. In
2014 new fencing was installed within the site itself (following the line ofdébgraded fenceerected

when the horses were introducedalose to the precinct boundary). The fencing effectively divided the

site into two broad areas, each capable of retaining stock, making it possible to keep sheep away from
the excavation area shoulMNdO K S2f 238 0SS SELIRZ&ASR o6l a ¢Sttt tAYAQ
DFNRSYQ ®waSS o0St2660d !'a LINILG 2F GKS FSyOAy3d LN
piers was also installed. The gates and sighage clearly indicate the presetite arichaeological

remains, and the need to respect and protect the site.

The post and rail fencing surrounding the site at its southern and western limits was also either repaired
or upgraded in 2019n 2016 anew entrance of stone piers and vernacuigtes, facing the community
garden (see below), replaced the old gated entrance, whichdidlapidatedand had become a hazard.
BCHAP safety signage and statutory OPW signage were also erected beside the new entrance, to further
encourage positive use ttie Black Friary field.

Community Garden (and Orchard)

Ly O2yedzyOiAizy 6A0GK (GKS W{al!we¢Q o{2dziK aSIkakK I N
Gateway crew successfully installed a community garden on the site inZ01B4 (that was formally

launched in June 2015). This garden was constructed in the previously unsightly entrance to the site, in

an area that had seen extensive recent dumping activity. The symmetry in the community garden,
developed according to a landscaping plan commissioned GZ Ms intended to mirror the medieval
symmetry of the friary and its associated gardens; the initial garden provided picnic seating for 24
people and bench seating for an additional eight people.
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At the time the garden was completed the landscaping plao proposed the planting of a community
orchard¢ pending funding being secured. The SMART group successfully applied for heritage funding
through MCC to undertake this planting in 2015 and that work is now nearing completion. Picnic seating
for another 21 individuals has been installed and the planting of native orchard species is imminent.

Sighage and Display

The first signage for the site was funded through a grant from the Archaeological Institute of America
dzy RSNJ G KS AyadAiddzi masySeiemefThisirformatindSpargINdZs plaked vit the &
entrance to the site and gives informatiam the history of the site and its context within the town of
Trim.

As discussed in Section 1, the first six archaeological cuttings were completed antedaick2015.

These cuttings (together with the cuttings still in progress) revealed significant archaeological remains
and helped classify portions of the original footprint of the friary buildings. Thus it was considered
preferable to mark the cuttingrits, as well as potentially some feature outlines, in a seenmanent
FlLaAaKA2Yy S dzyGAf &dzOK GAYS GKFG GKS SEOF@FGAzya |1
can be made as part of a fully drafted Management and Conservation Plan.

To ahieve this presentation the upper ¢. 10cm of the cuttings were edged with timber and backfilled
with gravel, thus preseing their limits for future visitors and students. As larger cuttings are concluded
this strategy may be altered slightly to presethe outline of cuttings (thus avoiding large gravel areas
requiring maintenance)n 2016, in partnership with Dig it Kids Ltd, is it planed to facilitate a community
event whereby local school children will hétpm IAFS third level students outline timeore significant
structural features found in these cuttings, assisting visitor interpretation of the She. design and
implementation of this will be undertaken in consultation with the local authority, the local community
and the relevant authorities. A faculty led group of third level students from Indiana State University,
engaged in a Community Engagement programme, intend to visit the site and help with these works.

It order to improve student and visitor experience on the site information gignéunded by MCC, was
installed in 2015 (at both the site and within the town). The signage in 2015 took three main forms:
f I SNAGFAS WFAYISNI LIRaGQ aA3yIl3S | NRdzyR GKS (2«
1 BCHAP signage directing people how to use the sger@-B.5)
1 Information signage that describes the preliminary archaeological resultedfrtished attings
(Figure 311)

Upgrading Teaching Facilities

Since the commencement of the Gateway scheme significant improvements have been made to the
teaching failities. In 2014 power was installed on the site for the first tinaflowing the establishment

of a computer lab (helping to make pesstcavation processes more streamlined). The installation of the
power necessitated the excavation of a ¢c. 0.5m widenth from the easternmost limits of the site (see
above). This trench was hand excavated through the precinct area and was archaeologically monitored
outside thepercent as part of the testing methodology. The same trench also used to install water to
the post-excavation facilities, to help with onsite sieving and washing.

In 2015 broadband was also installed on the site for the first {gmeking year round use of the site
offices viable for the first time. Since 2015 IAFS have maintained a year rowsshpeeon the site and
so are now capable of supporting community events at any time of the year.
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Learning Zone/Mock Archaeological Dig

As outlined in Section 1, Cutting 11 was completed in 2014 and was the first excavation to be finished to
the level of ratural subsoil. Following the conclusion of this dig it was decided to rehabilitate the cutting

Fa | WESIENYAYy3aQ 12yS gAGK WNBO2yadNHzZOGSRQ | NOKI
with local school children (as well as for teaching asligitors basic field archaeology techniques in a
simulated environment). Using skills learnt on a traditional stonework course (that were also used for
0KS O2yaiNUWzOlAzy 2F (GKS LASNAY 4SS +020S0 (KS
complge with a 1:1 scale replica of the town wall. The training dig has proven an enormous success,
SALISOALFTte a LINI 2F OKaeZd ROSYIQHE .S/QOISytiGa K2anmb Ra $
(see below).

Community Education and Outreach Events

BCHAP, supported by IAFS, have delivered a-maitging programme of events since 2010 that is too
extensive to fully report here (but is frequently posted on our websitew.iafs.ieand the BCHAP
Facebook pagehttps://www.facebook.com/BlackfrianCommunityHeritageand-ArchaeologyProject
904068256301211/2ref=tld® C2NJ Sl &S 2F RS & O NdylLalutkeacy evénts Sare LINE 2
divided below into categories, namely those that occur on site and within the wider town of Trim, as
well as dissemination to the academic community nationally and internationally. As with the amenity
work, the scope of communityvents has increased since 2014 and is now more formally structured

into an annual programme a programme which saw 29 community events hosted in the 2015 season
alone (more than one a fortnight!).

Site Events

Regular events are held on site to encourdige local community to visit the Black Friary project and
learn about the archaeological process. Such events include:

T Community Tour DaysSince the 2015 season, regular site tour days are held every second
Thursday during the excavation season (or ateottimes by request: see below). The local
community are welcome to visit the site at any time, but are encouraged to visit on designated
days(or by appointmen}when provision can be made for the archaeologal team to spend time
with the visitors.

1 SchooVisits:Since the commencement of the project, school groups have been encouraged to
visit the site for tours and activities. Throughgagement between the site director and local
teachers and by a programme organisedlly it Kids, primary school visi&re undertaken in
2011 andsince thenall of the local schools (and many from father afield) have visited the site.
Programmes have also been developed with secondary schools, including a project whereby a
t 20l ¢ A0K22f Qa (NI y & thé prepgratich S materlaldzioi used in thed & A & |
temporary backfilhg of a cutting.

9 Tailor made toursTailormade tours for historical and or university groups are frequently
facilitated (i.e. the peer community). Examples of visiting tour20t4 - 2015 ncluded: Ball
State University (from the United States); the Rathmichael Historical Sod#ondalkin
Historical SocietyKildare Historicadnd Archaeologic&ociety and Maynooth University.

f EveningEvents: 23y Aalyid 2F (KS NEWBWAWRE OKA@NEBQR FI (I R&EY ¢
tours/events are hosted each season (that are generally followed by light refreshments).

1 Launch Event&Vorking with the other partners of BCHAP, a number of launch events typically
occur annually. These might simply belaonch the IAFS excavation season or to open specific
projects such as the SMART Garden or the oral history project (see below).

1 Heritage Week Event# programme of family friendly events is held during each heritage week.

In 2016 we plan to conduct otirst focused Community Dig as part of this nationwide initiative.
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f Marquee Eventé { Ay OS AGQa AyOSLIWiA2Y AY wnanmnz ./ 1!t
annually. Most recently, in 2015, BCHAP (organised and implemented by IAFS and Dig it Kids),
hosteda Medieval Family Day on the Black Friary, featuring onsite catering, expert led tours,
exhibits of archaeological artefacts, a Ksedieval archaeology camp and a number of
demonstrations (includingne on the traditional manufacture of limeY.he evehwas attended

08 YSIENIeé& onn LIS2LIS FyYyR LINIAFEEE FdzyRSR (K

Town Events

Site events are only one facet of our community outreach efforts. We also regularly host events
throughout the town including, but not limited tohe below:

1 One off eventsWe regularly support one off projects, together with other local groups. A
notable example from 2015 was IAFS support given to local model maker Joe Donoghue, when
he created a beautiful model of the Black Friary, which was fdynteinched in Trim Library on
{FAYd tFTONRO1 Qa 5F@& HAamMp®

1 Evening Event®e regularly host evening events in Trim Library focused on the Black Friary and
wider heritage of Trim. These evening functions have included launch events, lectures and
discussionsvorkshops, such as on the role of archaeology in the community.

1 Pop up MuseumA pop up museum was held in Trim Library in 2014. Information panels,
prepared with financial assistance from the Heritage Council, and replica finds were on display
for a nunber of months. The museum was manned by archaeology students to ensure
interested members of the public could ask questions on the site, medieval Trim or archaeology
Ay 3ASYSNIfod ¢KS KAIKEAIKG 2F GKS YdzaSwar o1 a
This has been brought into play at The Town Wall Festival events also

Oral History Project

hyS 2F GKS NBOSyd KAIKEAIKGEA 2F ./ 11tQad O2YYdzy)
LINE2SOG W[ AQGAY3A 1 Y2y3 GKS auhgedolBe/Gral @stooyNetwo& BfA v I
Ireland) in February of this year. This project had been promoted throughout the town of Trim for much

of 2015 and aims to document the social history of Trim that is retained in living memory. We hope to
work with loca national and secondary schools, community groups, and individuals, to collect and
collate stories, memories, folklore, photographs and other forms of local knowledge relating to the
social history and heritage of both Trim and the Blackfriary. The fisojeain objective is to record and

archive such information, so that it can ultimately be presented in a publicly accessible manner and
made available as an educational resource.

I 2dzyA2NJ RAGAaAAZ2Y 2F GKS LINR2SO0 ladhthedSin DeGeMigeNE 5 ¢
2015. The Memory Detectives, jointly administered by BCHAP and Dig it Kids, provides a mechanism for
children to get involved, whereby they can write down or record memories and stories from their older
relatives. The project is stangj to gain traction and we already are working with a number of local
ANRdzLJAKAYRAGARdzZE £ a2 AyOfdzZRAY3A YI1Ay3 gSS1te& GAaAa
memories of Trim/Meath. Further details on all aspects of the project are &@itan our new website

We NR Y hitths2/iNdhs®@eQwoddpress.com.

Academic conference to celebrate the 750th anniversary of the founding of the Black Friary

In July 2013, in partnership with MdaCounty Council Heritage Office and the Heritage Council, IAFS
2NBIFIYAEASR Yy AYUSNYFdA2ylf O2yFSNBYyOS Wt 2gSNE LN
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(http://powerprayerpublicarchaeoloqgy.wordpress.coijmn/

The conference explored the archaeology and material culture of Religious Houses in late medieval
Europe, through innovative approaches to new stories. Through intertirsmp approaches, the
conference addressed how the introduction of continental monastic orders impacted locally on social
order, material culture, economy, burial practice, and the role of men, women and children.

Themes included Europearide research,relandfocused studies, architectural style and technologies

and a focus on the Black Friary Dominican site in Trim Co. Meath as a case study. The latter included
papers on community and public archaeology, an integral part of the Black Friary Archaemdgemt,

and a presentation from community representatives.

A highlight of the conference was sessiororganised specifically for the local community goesent

their view of their heritage.Roy Murray and Delphine Coudray of Oulala Productions produced a
wonderful short film on the site in celebration of World Archaeology Day
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpwpGXjjhRA#t=175

National and InternationalDissemination

The project has eaed a significantly high profile nationally and internationally throughos-going
programme of national and international outreach has seen the project represented at conferences and
as guest speakers, for example:

Dr. Stephen Mandal has presented lectit@nd seminars on the projeto a wide range of audiences
Most recently, Dr Mandalundertook lecture tours as an Archaeological Institute ofm&rica guest
speaker indJanuary and\pril 2016
1 2013 Palm Beach Palm Beach Archaeological Society, The Florida Beach Historical Society,
Florida Atlantic University and Palm Beach Atlantic University
2013 The Smithsonian Institute
2014 Archaeological Institute of Americ&8oston
2014 The Irish ConsgMWashington
2015 Archaeological Institute of Americ&8oston
2015 Vero BeachOld Vero Ice Age Sites Committee (OVIASC http://www.oviasc.org/)
2016 Archaeological Institute of Amegic Missouri State University, Columba
2016 Archaeological Institute of Americ&Jniversity of Southern Florida
2016 Palm Beach University
2016 University of Central Florida
2016 Archaeological Institute of America Oranger@y, California
2016 Archaological Institute of AmericBresng California
2016 Archaeological Institute of Amerioanchburg, Virginia
2016 Archaeological Institute of Ameridéestchester, New York
2016 Archaeological Institute of Ameridafstra, New York
2016 UCLA
2016 Harvard
2016 Indiana State

= =4 -8 -8 _8_5_92_92_-4_-2_-9_29_-29_-2_-2_-°2._-2°

CAy2fl hQ/IINNRBff YR 5N [2NB02 DdAyly FGdG§SYRSR
of Archaeologists, 2013, Pilsen, Czech Republicg 8th September 2013, presenting a poster on the
BCHAPFinola has lectured to many groups and coaferes on the findings at the Friary:
1 2011 Lectures in Hofstra, Boston College and Wagner College with Dr. Mandal
f 2012 Trim Chamber of Commerce
1 2012 Conference: Recent Research in the Boyne Valley, Slane
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2013 Conference: Power, Prayer and Public Archagpgldrim

2013 Conference: Space and Settlement, TCD

2013 Meath Archaeological and Historical Society, Trim

2014 Rathmichael Historical Society, Dublin

2014 Joint lecture with Dr. Denis Shine, Conference: Recent Research in the Boyne Valley,
Slane

2015 Joirt lecture with Dr. Rachel Scott to SAA conference, San Francisco

2015 ConferenceMonastic Europe, Landscape and Settlement, Ennis

2016 Meath Archaeological and Historical Society, Trim

2016 ¢l f1 3IAGSY (G2 NBaARSyda 2F {Gd w2aSLKQa b
2016 Talk given to the ALPS group, Trim

= =4 -8 A A

= =4 -4 A A

Press and Recognition

The project has been featured in local (Trim Focus, Meath Chronicle) and national newspapers (Irish
Times and Irish Examineyp numerous occasions. BCHAP/IAFS has also featured on natiemeioel,

while a number of videos have been commissioned for the project. The project has received several
national and international awards, including:

f YSAGK .Sff2pga Aa A0S tNBaARSyild 2F DblraAz2yl
prestgious Travel Magazine. He spent a day at Black Friary, he was so impressed by the project
GKFG KS AyOfdzZRSR Al Ay KA& Hnanmo 0221 Wmnn t
.FO1eéFrNR (2 (GKS 9yRa 2F (GKS 9FNIKQ®

f In March 2013, in an interview withb b~ ! YSNAOFI Qa €SI RAy3 ySga
asked to pick his top ten from his list of 100, and listed the Blackfriary alongside places such as
the Galapagos Islands and the Grand Canyon.

1 In 2014 the Boyne Valley was listed by the Lonely Plasatne of the top ten places in the
world to visit, and the BCHAP was specifically listed as one of the key reasons to travel to the
region.

1 Through Cultural Tourism Ireland, BCHAP won the Small Business Marketing Award at the 2012
Meath Business and Tdsm Awards

Publications

The project, now over five years oldlas progressed to thpoint whereby the first cuttings have been
completed and specialist results/radiometric dates are beginning to return. This progress has facilitated
the start of adetailed researchpublication programme aimed at both the local and academic
communities. To date publications include:
f alyRIf>X {®X 39 hANewNNERIérSite @eservation and MichReological
Practice Archaeological Institute of America SReeservation Program: Heritage, Conservation
& Archaeology Series Papés6.
f alyRIfX {®Z hQ/ | NNEhe Black F@aty, TinrEhKeblggP Felardd®l, 3%H N Mp 0
38.
1 hQ/ FNNRff CX {KAYyS> 5&3 a0/ 2yy 2 \BatonaRfochsna/ 2 NNI
Midhe Vol. XXV]IB0O-35.
1 { KAYSZ 53 DNBSyYy> ! & hQ WhaNIeR Beherth Chdshg thel Yy R |- f
Trim Town Wall Circuifrchaeology Ireland,15.

In an effort to help promote outstanding undergraduate studentofpssional development in
archaeology, by honing their writing and analytical skills, we also attempt to identify a student each year
to publish an experiental piece on their time with us at the Black Friary. Such pieces will help strengthen
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collaborationsd SG ¢SSy 2dzNJ | f dzYyA X &GFFFX yS¢ addRRSydaa:z
advisors. To date the following IAFS alumni publications have been forthcoming:
1 Green, A. (2015Excavations at the Black Friary: A Unique Digging Experience in IfEhand.
Post Hole, 45327-34.
1 Lagan, M. (2013)The Dead Beneath the Floors: The use of space for burial in the Dominican
Blackfriary in Trim, Irelandrish Archaeological Research Maigez 5,13-21.
1 Marlin, J. (In Press). The Blackfriary: A Community Prdjatistrong Undergraduate Journal of
History.

Cultural Heritage Tourism

The tourism potential that BCHAP brings to County Meath is very highsaappeal to the wider public
liesin the process of transformatiowhichis ofgreatinterest, not just the finished product. On behalf

of the project, Cultural Tourism Ireland has greatly increased national and international awareness of
the project, promoting it as a reason for people\sit, to revisit, and importantly to stay in County
Meath. The eonomic indicator figuredemonstrate that this projectthrough the participation of the
students and through the visitors who come to view the ongoing excavatmatiggenerate millions of

euro for the local economy during its lifetime.
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Figure 1.1dop: Position of the Black Friawithin the town of Trimand 1.1b bottomiidar survey of the
Black friary field (overlaid on modern Ordnance Survey data), showing the array of archaeological
trenches, ducting trench and location of archaeological features
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Figure 1.2: Cutting 3, Bulidd midexcavation, from east

Figure 1.3: Cutting 3, Collection of longbones disturbed during insertion of later burials.
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